DEL MARTIN & PHYLLIS LYON

Del Martin — b. May 5, 1921 “Two extraordinary people ... that have
d. August 27, 2008 spent the greater part of a half century ...

Phyllis Lyon — b. November 10, 1924 g5 ting for their right to live the way so

many of us, frankly, take for granted.”
— San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom

In 1955, Del Martin and Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon founded the first lesbian organization in the United States
and have fought for more than 50 years for the rights of lesbians and gays. On June 16,

Phyllis Lyon cofounded
U ! 2008, Martin and Lyon became the first gay couple to be legally married in California.

the Daughters of Bilitis,
the first national lesbian
organization. In 2008,
they were the first
same-sex couple legally

Martin and Lyon both earned degrees in journalism. While working as journalists in
Seattle, the two became romantically involved. The couple relocated to San Francisco
and moved in together on Valentine’s Day 1953.

In 1955, finding it hard to develop a social network in San Francisco, Martin, Lyon and
a small group of women founded the first lesbian organization, called the Daughters of
married in California. Bilitis. The name was inspired by Pierre Louys'’s “Songs of Bilitis,” a collection of poems
celebrating lesbian sexuality.

Though it was intended to be a secret society, Martin and Lyon wanted to make the Daughters of Bilitis more visible. The
group began publishing a monthly magazine, called The Ladder, which was the first-ever lesbian publication. As editors of
the magazine, they capitalized the word “lesbian” every time it appeared.

In 1964, while fighting to change California sex laws criminalizing homosexuals, the couple joined religious and gay
community leaders to form the Council on Religion and the Homosexual (CRH). This organization was at
the forefront of the movement to gain religious support on gay rights issues. Both women served on the
founding CRH board of directors.

~ . In 2004, when gay marriage was offered in San Francisco, Martin
and Lyon were the first to wed. A California appellate court ruling
subsequently invalidated their marriage. Then in May 2008, a

California Supreme Court decision provided same-sex couples
the right to marry. On June 16, 2008, they were the first same-
sex couple married in California. The wedding was officiated
by San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom.

Martin and Lyon have published two books together,
“Lesbian/Woman” (1972) and “Lesbian Love and
Liberation” (1973). On their 50th anniversary, the
documentary “No Secret Anymore: The Times
of Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon” premiered.
In 2005, the National Gay and Lesbian
Journalists Association inducted Martin and
Lyon into the LGBT Journalists Hall of Fame
for their pioneering work on The Ladder.
In 2007, they received the 2007 Gay and
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation
(GLAAD) Pioneer Award.
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STEPHEN SONDHEIM

b. March 22, 1930

Stephen Sondheim is hailed by The New York Times as the greatest artist in American musical theater. His most famous
scores include “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum,” “Sweeney Todd,” and “Into the Woods,” for which he
wrote both lyrics and music, and “West Side Story” and “Gypsy,” for which he wrote the lyrics.

Sondheim was born in New York City, a son of wealthy dress manufacturers. As a result of his parents’ divorce, he grew
up on the Upper West Side of Manhattan and on a farm in Bucks County, Pennsylvania.

Sondheim had the good fortune of befriending Jimmy Hammerstein, son of the well-known lyricist and playwright Oscar
Hammerstein II. Entering into an informal apprenticeship with his friend’s father, Sondheim found in
Oscar Hammerstein an inspiring mentor as well as a surrogate dad.

At prep school in Pennsylvania, Sondheim wrote a comic musical about the students and faculty.
Expecting accolades, Sondheim proudly showed his musical to Hammerstein, who told him it was
the worst work he had ever seen, and then offered his help. Sondheim claimed he learned more

in that afternoon than in his entire formal education.

Sondheim graduated magna cum laude from Williams . . <
College in Massachusetts in 1950 and went on to study With works including “West
composition with composer Milton Babbitt. He found initial | Side Story” and “Gypsy,”
success with “West Side Story” (1957), for which he wrote | Stephen Sondheim is one of
the lyrics. The unexpected rhymes and clever use of language musical theater’s greatest
that became Sondheim’s signature helped “West Side Story” ..
win the 1958 Tony Award for Best Musical. In 1961, the musical | YTiCiSts and composers. He
was adapted for film and won 10 Academy Awards. has won more Tony Awards

Sondheim’s groundbreaking musicals than any other composer.

often tackle unconventional topics—
like the Victorian murder-revenge
story “Sweeney Todd” (1979) and the anti-fairy-tale “Into the Woods”
(1986)—or have innovative structures like the nonlinear and plotless
“Company” (1970) and the characterless “Pacific Overtures” (1976).
Broadway performers such as Chita Rivera, Bernadette Peters,
Ethel Merman, Angela Lansbury, Patti LuPone, Nathan Lane
and Whoopi Goldberg have starred in his musicals.

Sondheim has won an Academy Award, a Pulitzer Prize, and
seven Grammy Awards. A winner of more Tony Awards than

any other composer, he was honored with a Tony Lifetime
g t Achievement Award in 2008.
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(GIANNI VERSACE

b. December 2, 1946
d. July 15, 1997

“In the past, people were born
royal. Nowadays, royalty

One of the first comes from what you do.”
prominent ltalians

to come out, Gianni
Versace was the
designer for Princess
Diana and Madonna.
He fused fashion and
pop culture into a billion
dollar empire.

With his larger-than-life designs and savvy business sense, Gianni Versace fused fashion
and celebrity pop culture in unprecedented ways.

Versace’s career began as an apprentice in his mother’s tailor shop in Reggio Calabria,
Italy. It was there that Versace learned about making clothes, transforming his mother’s
lessons into his future fashion empire.

At the age of 25, Versace moved to Milan, Italy, where he designed collections for leading
fashion houses. After six years, he launched his own label.

Versace oversaw the conceptualization of his label’s provocative campaigns and runway
shows. He collaborated with American photographer Richard Avedon on Versace
advertisements. He became the lead designer for Madonna, Jon Bon Jovi and Princess Diana, among others. Versace used
his celebrity clients in print ads and on the runway, connecting haute couture to music, movies and media.

In 1988, Versace was named “the most innovative and creative designer in the world” by the jury of
the Cutty Sark Award. In 1993, the Council of Fashion Designers of America honored him
with the American Fashion Oscar.

Versace unabashedly embraced his sexuality, becoming one of Italy’s first public
figures to come out. He worked closely with the Elton John AIDS Foundation
and used his celebrity status to raise awareness.

On July 15, 1997, at the peak of his career, Versace was murdered outside his
Miami home. His body was found by his partner of 15 years,
Antonio D’Amico.

. At Gianni's death, the House of Versace’s

Y

. estimated worth was $1 billion.
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SHEILA KUEHL

b. February 19, 1941

“The hardest thing I ever did,
coming out, turns out to give me
a reputation almost instantly for
honesty and courage, which any

Sheila Kuehl is the first
openly gay California
legislator and the first

woman named Speaker of
the California Assembly.
She has authored more than
170 bills signed into law.

politician would kill for.”

| Ina 1994 election, Sheila James Kuehl became the first openly gay California legislator.
In 1997, she was the first woman in California to be named Speaker pro Tempore. She
was a member of the nation’s first legislative LGBT Caucus. In 2002, she coauthored a
bill that defined marriage as a civil contract between two persons, which passed the
state legislature, but was vetoed by the governor.

As ayouth she appeared in the television series “The Stu Erwin Show” and “Broadside.”
While an undergrad at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), she portrayed
the irrepressible Zelda Gilroy in “The Many Loves of Dobie Gillis.”

Although her character Zelda was popular enough for CBS to plan a spin-off, the pilot was canceled. A network
representative later explained she was “just a little too butch.” During the same time, Kuehl was banned from her
sorority house when letters from her girlfriend exposed her sexuality.

© ASSOCIATED PRESS

After television roles started to dry up, she transitioned into academia. She
became associate dean of students at UCLA. Thereafter, Kuehl graduated from
Harvard Law School.

Kuehl went into private law practice specializing in civil rights and
women’s issues. She advocated for victims of domestic abuse and
cofounded the California Women’s Law Center in 1989. She taught law at
UCLA, University of Southern California and Loyola University.

In 2000, she was elected a member of the California State Senate for the
=9 23rd district of Los Angeles and Ventura Counties. Most significant are
» her successes in civil rights legislation. As of 2007, she authored 171 bills
that have been signed into law.

Kuehl is the recipient of the John F. Kennedy Profiles In Courage Award
(2003); the C50 Award, Celebrating 50 years of Women at the Harvard
Law School (2003); the Outstanding Legislator Award from the
Southern California Public Health Association (2003); the
Victory Fund Leadership Award (2005); the Building a State
of Equality Award from Equality California (2006); and the
UCLA LGBT Center Distinguished Service Award (2007).

-
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TENNESSEE WILLIAMS

b. March 26, 1911
d. February 25, 1983

Tennessee Williams was one of the most influential American playwrights. He transformed the darkest aspects of human

existence into poetic theater.

Born Thomas Lanier Williams, he was raised in St. Louis, Missouri. He received his B.A. from the University of Iowa in

1938. He later changed his name to Tennessee, after his father’s birth state.

While a scriptwriter at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM), Williams wrote an original
screenplay the company rejected. It was reworked into a play. “The Glass
Menagerie” (1945) earned the New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award and
launched Williams’s playwriting career.

Often set in the South and featuring characters seeking salvation and
meaningful human connections, Williams’s plays are infused with
aspects of his personal struggles. He sparked controversy by including
gay characters.

His award-winning plays include “A Streetcar Named Desire” (1947), “The
Rose Tattoo” (1951), “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” (1955) and “The Night of the
Iguana” (1961). “A Streetcar Named Desire,” “The Rose Tattoo” and “The
Night of the Iguana” were adapted into Oscar-winning movies. Actors
starring in his works included Marlon Brando, Elizabeth Taylor, Jessica
Tandy and Vivien Leigh.

Williams and his partner, Frank Marlo, were together for more than 10 years.
Their relationship ended when Marlo died of cancer in 1963.

Williams  received  two
Pulitzer Prizes, four Drama
Critics’ Circle Awards, and
a Tony Award for Best Play.

Tennessee Williams’s plays were
among the first to feature openly gay
characters. An influential American
playwright, his masterpieces
include “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof”
and “A Streetcar Named Desire.”
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ALICE WALKER

b. February 9, 1944

“The truest and most enduring impulse
I have 1s stmply to write.”
Alice Walker is an award-winning writer, activist and self-proclaimed “Womanist”—a term she coined in her book

“In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens” (1974) to describe black feminists. The voices she brings to life in her novels, short
stories and poems help educate and inspire readers.

Walker was raised in Eatonton, Georgia, during segregation. She is the youngest of eight

Best known for children born to poor sharecroppers.

her novel “The

I Walker received her B.A. from Sarah Lawrence College in 1965. She moved back to the
Color Purple,” Alice

) South to pursue civil rights work and met Mel Leventhal. Walker and Leventhal, a Jewish
Walker was the first civil rights lawyer, were the first interracial couple to be legally married in Mississippi.
African-American Walker had her only child during the marriage. The couple divorced in 1976.

woman to receive a Walker began teaching at Wellesley College in
Pulitzer Prize 1972. Her course, dedicated to the study of
for Fiction. African-American women writers, was

the first of its kind.

© ASSOCIATED PRESS

Her most famous novel, “The Color Purple” (1983), won a National
Book Award and made Walker the first African-American woman to
receive a Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. In 1985, the novel was made into
a movie directed by Steven Spielberg, starring Oprah Winfrey, Whoopi
Goldberg and Danny Glover. The film earned 11 Oscar nominations. In
2005, “The Color Purple” was adapted into a Broadway musical, with
Winfrey as the lead financial backer.

Walker’s awards include a Guggenheim Foundation Grant, an American
Book Award, a Lillian Smith Award and an O'Henry Award. She was

inducted into the Georgia Writer's Hall of Fame and the California
Hall of Fame. In 1997, Walker was named Humanist of the
Year by the American Humanist Association.
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GREG LOUGANIS

b. January 29, 1960

“When you're a kid growing up, and you think
you’re gay, you're often teased. But sports can

Greg Louganis is be great for building self-esteem.”
the world’s most

] The winner of five Olympic medals, Greg Louganis is the world’s most successful diver and
successful diver,and | 3mong the most high-profile openly gay athletes.

th'_’ first male diver to Raised in San Diego, Louganis scored a perfect 10 in the Junior Olympics in 1971. In 1976, he
win two gold medals | on an Olympic silver in Montreal.

R Louganis graduated from the University of California, Irvine in 1983. At the World

Olympic Games. Championships the following year, he became the first diver to score a perfect 10 at an
international meet.

At the 1984 Olympic Games in Los Angeles, Louganis won two gold medals—one each in the springboard and platform
events—and was the first to exceed 700 points in the two competitions. For these achievements he received the Sullivan
Award, which honors America’s best amateur athlete.

During the springboard qualifying rounds at the 1988 Seoul Olympics, Louganis
misjudged a jump and struck his head on the diving board. Despite suffering a
concussion, he continued diving and won two gold medals. He became the first
male diver to win double golds in consecutive Olympics.

In 1993, Louganis starred as a chorus boy who dies of AIDS in the Off Broadway
play “Jeffrey.” He came out and disclosed his HIV-positive status at the 1994 Gay
Games in New York.

Louganis’s best-selling autobiography, “Breaking the Surface” (1995), recounts
his experiences as an openly gay athlete.

© ASSOCIATED PRESS

ollbt
HISTORY
MONTH

www.glbtHistoryMonth.com
\Copyngm ©2007 — A Project of Equality Forumj




BERTRAND DELANOE

b. May 30, 1950

“Any time there are Parisians fighting for
more freedom ... I'm with them.”

In 2001, when Bertrand Delanoé was elected mayor of Paris, the city became the world’s largest to have an openly gay mayor.
In March 2008, he won reelection.

Delanoé grew up in Tunisia, a French colony at the time. His first political interest came during the Battle of Bizerte. Watching
as French soldiers opened fire on Arab citizens, he felt that “an Arab should be equal to a Frenchman.” Delanoé claims it is
because of colonialism that he began to identify with the left.

During his days at the Université de Toulouse, where he graduated with a degree in economics, Delanoé became involved in
politics and joined the Socialist Party. At the age of 23, he was elected deputy secretary of the Aveyron Socialist Federation.
Between 1973 and 2001, Delanoé held various political positions, including national
secretary of the Socialist Party and member of the Paris City Council.

When Bertrand Delanoé As mayor of Paris, Delanoé pushed an agenda for change. In an effort to reduce city traffic
was elected, Paris
became the world’s _
largest city to have an ’ . '
.

and pollution, Delanoé started a low-cost program that encourages Parisians to rent bikes.
He worked to provide more affordable housing to encourage economically disadvantaged
people to stay in the city.

| In October 2002, Delanoé was stabbed.
openly gay mayor. ', His assailant told police he targeted
Delanoé because of his homosexuality.

Despite France’s political tradition of
keeping one’s personal life out of the
public, Delanoé came out in a French
television interview in 1998. In his
book, “La vie, passionnément” (“Life,
Passionately”) (2004), Delanoé says
he made that decision because he
thought it could help, even if in a small
way, “lighten the burden of secrecy
borne by so many people.” On the topic
of gay marriage Delanoé writes, “In
the name of what can one reject this
demand for equality?”
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MARGARET MEAD

b. December 16, 1901
d. November 15, 1978
“Never doubt that a small
group of thoughiful, committed
citizens can change the world.”

Margaret Mead was an innovative cultural anthropologist who brought public

A recipient of the attention to the field by making her work understandable and relevant. Famous for her
Presidential Medal of trademark cape and walking stick, Mead shaped anthropology with her nontraditional
research methods.

Freedom, Margaret Mead

brought public attention Raised in Doylestown, Pennsylvania, Mead was the first child of two social scientists.

She began building her observational skills when her grandmother asked her to take

notes on the behavior of her two younger sisters. She encouraged Mead to notice
influenced the sexual “emerging differences in temperament between the two girls.”

revolution of the 1960’s.

to anthropology and

Mead received a degree in psychology from Barnard College in 1923. She received an
M.A. in 1924 and a Ph.D. in 1929 from Columbia University.

Mead rocked the American public and the anthropology world with her first book, “Coming of Age In Samoa” (1928),
about the sexual behavior of young Samoan women. This book and her subsequent reports on the sexual attitudes of other
cultures influenced the sexual revolution of the 1960’s.

She married three times, all to men who were
anthropologists. From 1955 until her death, she lived
and worked with female anthropologist Rhoda Metraux.
Evidence of their romantic relationship can be found in
“To Cherish the Life of the World: Selected Letters of
Margaret Mead” (2006).

Mead wrote or contributed to more than 30 books,
gave hundreds of speeches, and taught at Columbia
University and Fordham University. She worked at the
American Museum of Natural History, where she was
named curator emeritus.

At the age of 72, Mead was elected president of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science.
In 1979, she was posthumously awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian honor.

ollot \

HISTORY
MONTH

www.glbtHistoryMonth.com
\Copyl ight ©2008 — A Project of Equality Forum /

-

© ASSOCIATED PRESS




MARK BINGHAM

b. May 22, 1970
d. September 11, 2001 “We have the chance to be role
models for other gay folks who
wanted to play sports but never felt
good enough or strong enough.”

Mark Bingham was a shining light on one of the darkest days in American history. On September
11, 2001, passengers aboard United Flight 93 stormed the terrorists who had hijacked their plane.
L. The 9/11 Commission concluded this heroism diverted the plane from its intended target, which
= E\ £ 5 | was either the White House or the Capitol in Washington, and caused it to crash in an empty field
LY e near Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

Bingham led the counterattack. He prevented the destruction of a national monument and saved lives. Standing 6-foot-4 and

weighing 220 pounds, Bingham was a star athlete, a savvy entrepreneur, a fearless competitor
and a man devoted to his family and friends. Bingham was the CEO of The Bingham Group, a

successful public relations firm with offices in San Francisco and New York. On 9/11, Mark Bingham

led the charge against

Bingham grew up in California, the son of Alice Hoglan, a single mom who struggled to make terrorists on United Flight

ends meet. He graduated from the University of California, Berkeley, where he helped the

rugby team earn national championships in 1991 and 1993. He played on the San Francisco 93. His heroism saved
Fog, the city’s first gay rugby team. lives and prevented
Bingham hated losing and never backed down. He once protected his boyfriend from an destruction in the

attack by wrestling a gun from the mugger’s hand. After
being gored at the running of the bulls in Pamplona, Spain,
Bingham showed off the scar as a badge of honor.

nation’s capital.

About 20 minutes before Flight 93 went down, Bingham
called his mother. “This is Mark Bingham,” were his first
words. She immediately sensed something was wrong,
“T love you” were the last words she heard from her son.
Alice knew if there was any way to turn tragedy into
triumph, Mark would lead the charge.

The Advocate named Bingham its 2001 Person of the
Year. He was posthumously awarded the Arthur Ashe
Courage Award in 2002. The Mark Kendall Bingham
Memorial Tournament, an international rugby
competition predominantly for gay and bisexual men,
was established in his memory.
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CLEVE JONES

b. October 11, 1954

“If AIDS had taught us anything,
1t was that we must be true to
ourselves if we are to survive.”

= [n 1983, Cleve Jones cofounded the San Francisco AIDS Foundation, making him

{ among the first to respond to the epidemic. In 1987, he conceived the NAMES Project
AIDS Memorial Quilt, which produced the world’s largest community artwork.

Born in Lafayette, Indiana, Jones studied political science at San Francisco State University. He began his career as an
intern in the office of openly gay San Francisco City Supervisor Harvey Milk, who was subsequently assassinated.

He conceived the idea for the AIDS Memorial Quilt at an annual candlelight vigil remembering Harvey Milk. AIDS
loomed over the gay community. At the vigil, hundreds of names of people who died of AIDS were written on cardboard
scraps and taped to the San Francisco Federal Building. The cardboard reminded Jones of the pieces of fabric his
grandmother quilted together.

The quilting of pieces of fabric memorializing loved ones became the world’s largest piece of community art. In 1987,
1,920 panels were exhibited on the National
Mall in Washington, and were viewed by more
than 500,000 people. The AIDS Quilt became a
symbolic funeral service since many who died
were denied memorial services.

Since 2005, Jones has spearheaded efforts to
diminish homophobia in the hospitality industry
with a project called UNITE HERE. He was
instrumental in the Sleep with the Right People
campaign, which encourages gay tourists to stay
at hotels that respect employees’ rights.

Jones was awarded honorary doctorates from
Haverford College and the Starr King School for
the Ministry. His memoir, “Stitching a Revolution”
(2000), was a best seller.

c By 2006, the AIDS Quilt had
leve Jones was among memorialized more than
the first to respond to 44,000 lives.
the AIDS epidemic. He

pioneered the AIDS

Memorial Quilt, which
pays tribute to more lbt
than 44,000 lives.
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JANN WENNER

b. January 7, 1946

Jann Wenner changed rock and contemporary music coverage when he launched Rolling Stone magazine. His eye for
talent, knack for business and passion for music has kept the magazine on the cutting edge for more than 40 years.

Born in New York City, Wenner was raised in Marin County, California. He began writing about rock in The Daily
Californian at the University of California, Berkeley. Frustrated that the genre was not being taken seriously in the

media, Wenner left college to start his own magazine.

In November 1967, Rolling Stone was launched with Wenner as cofounder and publisher. He described it as part magazine
and part newspaper, with coverage of music, politics and culture.

Wenner conducted interviews with music icons and prominent politicians, including Bob Dylan, Pete Townshend, Mick
Jagger, Bill Clinton, Al Gore, Barack Obama, and John Lennon after the breakup of the Beatles.

Wenner emphasized the visual content of Rolling Stone,
with celebrities photographed by Annie Leibovitz, Mark
Seliger and Richard Avedon. Wenner’s publications include
Us Weekly and Men'’s Journal. In 2007, the company grossed
more than $33 million.

Wenner played himself in the film “Perfect” (1985) and a
sports agent in “Jerry Maguire” (1996). He served as executive
producer of MTV’s reality show “I'm From Rolling Stone.”

In 1967, Wenner married a woman and had three sons. The
couple separated in 1995. Wenner and his partner, fashion
designer Matt Nye, have three children together.

In 1983, Wenner cofounded the Rock

As cofounder and
publisher of Rolling
Stone, Jann Wenner
has kept the magazine
on the cutting edge
of music, politics and
culture for more
than 40 years.
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and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum.
He received its Lifetime Achievement
Awardin 1994.In 1997, he was inducted
into the American Society of Magazine
Editors Hall of Fame, making him the
youngest honoree.



HARVEY FIERSTEIN

b. June 6, 1952

“Prejudice tolerated s
ntolerance encouraged.”

s Distinguished by his signature gravelly voice, Harvey Fierstein is a celebrated playwright, actor and
e R producer. He is the only entertainer to have won Tony Awards as an actor and writer in both dramatic

\ \" and musical categories.

] Fierstein was born in Brooklyn, New York, the son of a ) L.
handkerchief manufacturer and a school librarian. He Harvey Fierstein is a
?""'“— graduated from Pratt Institute of Art with a B.F.A. in painting. | celebrated playwright, actor

Fierstein wrote “Torch Song Trilogy,” one of the first Broadway shows to feature a gay and producer. His “Torch
theme. It focused on a gay family and their struggle for acceptance and love. Anne Song Trilogy” was the first
Bancroft and Matthew Broderick starred in the film adaptation, which was among the Broadway play to feature

first mainstream movies to address gay issues. a gay theme.

His play “Safe Sex” (1987), another trilogy, was written in response to the AIDS crisis.
“Tidy Endings,” the third of the short plays, was adapted for an HBO television movie.

Fierstein narrated “The Times of Harvey
Milk” (1984) and appeared in the films “Mrs.
Doubtfire” (1993), “Bullets Over Broadway”
(1994) and “Independence Day” (1996), among
others. He was featured in the television series
“Ellen,” “Miami Vice,” “Murder, She Wrote” and
“Cheers.” He develops commentaries for the
GLBT documentary series “In the Life” and
writes op-ed articles on gay themes that have
been published in The New York Times. Fierstein
also authored “The Sissy Duckling,” a children’s
book about a duck who is teased for being a sissy,
but ultimately demonstrates his bravery. In 2001,
its film adaptation won a Humanitas Prize.

Fierstein has received four Tony Awards, three
Drama Desk Awards and a Theatre World Award
for acting and writing.
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MARGARETHE CAMMERMEYER

b. March 24, 1943

“I wear my uniform at every inappropriate
moment to remind people of gays and lesbians
who have to serve in silence i the military.”

In 1992, Colonel Margarethe Cammermeyer became the highest-ranking military officer discharged on the basis of sexual
orientation. Cammermeyer was dismissed as chief nurse of the Washington State National Guard after disclosing she was
a lesbian during a routine security clearance interview. She challenged the U.S. military’s ban on homosexuals in federal
court. In 1994, she was reinstated as chief nurse, making her one of the few
openly gay or lesbian members of the military.

Cammermeyer was born in Oslo, Norway, during the Nazi occupation. Her A Vietnam veteran and
parents sheltered Norwegian resistance forces. Cammermeyer credits her Bronze Star recipient, Colonel
parents’ courage as her inspiration for defending civil liberties. Margarethe Cammermeyer won

In 1951, Cammermeyer’s family moved to the U.S. She became a citizen in 1961 and reinstatement after challenging
joined the U.S. Army Student Nurse Program. After receiving her B.S. in nursing the military ban on gays. She is
from the University of Maryland in 1963, Cammermeyer reported for active duty.

an outspoken advocate for the
At her request, in 1967, Cammermeyer was “| rights of GLBT service members.
deployed to Vietnam where she served as head .
nurse of a neurosurgical intensive care unit. She
calls this time in her life “the most extraordinary
experience any military nurse could have been
a part of.” Cammermeyer was honored with the
Bronze Star for Meritorious Service. In 1985, she
was named Nurse of the Year by the Department
of Veterans Affairs.

In 1964, Cammermeyer married a fellow soldier
and had four sons. The couple divorced after
15 years. In 1989, Cammermeyer met her life
partner, Diane Divelbess.

Cammermeyer’s autobiography, “Serving in
Silence” (1994), received critical acclaim. The
book was turned into a made-for-TV movie,
executive produced by Barbra Streisand and
starring Glenn Close. The film generated
more than 25 million viewers and received
three Emmy Awards and the Peabody Award.
It was one of the first television movies about
a gay person.
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Cammermeyer retired in 1997 after 31 years

of service. She serves on the Military Advisory gHISTOI{Y
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ANTHONY ROMERO

b. July 9, 1965

“When you've seen prejudice, you understand
that we aren’t finished, that we’re still
perfecting this American experiment.”

Anthony Romero is the Anthony Romero is the first openly gay person and the first Latino to become executive
first openly gay executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), the nation’s largest public-
director of the ACLU. interest law firm.

Under his leadership, the Romero was raised in New York City by parents who emigrated from Puerto Rico. When
organization championed he was young, his father faced discrimination for a job promotion. A lawyer hired
through his father’s union won him the promotion, and the extra earnings helped the

D family purchase a new home and their first car.

freedom and lesbhian and

gay rights Romero was the first member of his family to finish high school. He graduated from

Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public Policy and Stanford Law
School. In 2003, he was named Stanford’s first Public Interest Lawyer of the Year.

Four days before the 9/11 attacks, Romero took over as executive director of the ACLU. In response to post-9/11
government policies, he helped create the ACLU’s “Keep America Safe and Free” campaign, which aims to protect
basic freedoms during times of crises. The campaign
was successful in its opposition to the USA PATRIOT
Act and litigation regarding the torture and abuse of
detainees in U.S. custody.

Under Romero’s direction, the ACLU has achieved its
highest level of membership and tripled its budget. This
growth allowed the organization to expand its efforts to
champion causes such as lesbian and gay rights, racial
justice and reproductive freedom.

Romero was named one of TIME magazine’s 256 Most
Influential Hispanics in America in 2005. He received
an honorary doctorate from the City University of New
York School of Law and coauthored “In Defense of Our
America” (2007), about America’s fight for post-9/11
civil liberties.
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MELISSA ETHERIDGE

b. May 29, 1961

“What do they know about
this love anyway?”

Melissa Etheridge is a Grammy and Academy Award-winning singer and songwriter.

Melissa Etheridge is an She came out at the 1993 Triangle Ball, the Clinton administration’s inaugural gala

award-winning singer for gays and lesbians, when she exclaimed, “Gee, I'm really excited to be here, and I'm
and songwriter. Her hit really proud to have been a lesbian all my life!”
“Come to My Window” | She was born in Leavenworth, Kansas, and studied at The Berklee School of Music

earned a Grammy Award in Boston. Etheridge moved to Los Angeles and evolved from a bluesy sound to her
and became an anthem renowned rock/alternative style.

for gay rights. Etheridge shot to stardom with her trademark blues-rock hit “Come to My Window,” for
which she received a Grammy Award in 1994 for Best Female Rock Vocal Performance.
With its powerful lyrics, the song became an anthem for gay rights.

In 2004, Etheridge was diagnosed with breast cancer. At the 2005 Grammy Awards,
/,h she gave one of her most memorable performances with Janis Joplin’s hit, “Piece
ff g 5" of My Heart.” She exposed her head, left bald from chemotherapy.

Etheridge’s songs have not only entertained, but have helped heal in times
of tragedy. Her songbook includes “Scarecrow,” a tribute to Matthew
Shepard; “Tuesday Morning,” dedicated to the memory of Mark Bingham,
a hero of 9/11; “Four Days,” about those devastated by Hurricane
Katrina; and “I Run for Life,” an anthem for breast cancer survivors.

© ASSOCIATED PRESS

Julie Cypher, Etheridge’s long-term ex-partner, gave birth to their
two children. After their breakup, Etheridge exchanged vows with
actress Tammy Lynn Michaels. In 2006, Michaels had twins.

In 2006, Etheridge received the Gay and Lesbian Alliance

Against Defamation (GLAAD) Stephen F. Kolzak Award,

which honors openly lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender

‘ ' B media professionals who have made a significant difference

e B in promoting equal rights for the community. “I Need to

A ari’| Wake Up,” featured in the film “An Inconvenient Truth,”
Y won an Academy Award for Best Original Song (2007).
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GENE ROBINSON

b. May 29, 1947

“It’s not so much a dream as
a calling from God.”

Gene Robinson is
In 2003, the Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson was elected bishop of the diocese of New

the first openly gay Hampshire, making him the first openly gay Episcopal bishop. His ordination caused
Episcopal bishop. a global rift within the Episcopal Church and led to international debate about the
His ordination led to inclusion of gay clergy in church hierarchy. In the weeks leading up to his consecration,

Robinson received hate mail and death threats, triggering the FBI to place him under

international discussion i
24-hour protection.

about the inclusion of
gay clergy in church
hierarchy.

Gene Robinson grew up outside Lexington, Kentucky. The son of poor tobacco
sharecroppers, he was raised without running water or indoor plumbing. He recalls his
childhood as rustic and religious, with Sunday school and services at a small Disciples of
Christ congregation.

Robinson earned his bachelor’s degree in American studies from the University
of the South and his Master of Divinity from the Episcopal General Theological
Seminary in New York. He was ordained a priest in 1973.

Despite doubts about his sexual orientation, Robinson married in 1972. He
and his wife moved to New Hampshire where they raised two daughters.
Robinson worked as youth ministries coordinator for the seven dioceses
of New England and cofounded the national Episcopal Youth Event.
Robinson divorced his wife and came out in the mid-1980’s.

Robinson is the coauthor of three AIDS education curricula. In |
Uganda, he helped set up a national peer counseling program for I
AIDS educators working with religious institutions.

The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force honored Robinson with a
Leadership Award in 2004. In 2007, he received the Flag Bearer Award
from Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) for leadership
and inclusion in faith communities.

In 2008, Bishop Robinson and Mark Andrews, partners of more than 19 years,
exchanged vows in a civil union ceremony in New Hampshire.
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JOHN WATERS

b. April 22, 1946

Affectionately
dubbed “The
King of Sleaze,”
John Waters is an
award-winning
screenwriter and Broadway shows.

director.

John Waters is an award-winning screenwriter and director known for his obsession with
the seedy side of life. Affectionately dubbed by critics “The Pope of Trash” and “The King of
Sleaze,” Waters’s work includes a string of independent cult classics, blockbuster movies and

Waters grew up in the 1950’s in Lutherville, Maryland, a suburb of Baltimore. During the
1970’s and early 1980’s, he began making films with local actors and a production team

called the Dreamlanders. With the Dreamlanders, Waters created the Trash Trilogy: “Pink
Flamingos,” “Female Trouble” and “Desperate Living.” Many of his movies are set in the 50’s and 60’s in Baltimore.

Waters introduced “Odorama” in his film “Polyester” (1981), which costarred Divine and Tab Hunter. Scratch and sniff

cards with numbered spots were distributed with each
ticket. When a number flashed on the screen, viewers
were prompted to scratch the appropriate spot and
smell the aroma.

While his earlier projects defined his style, it was
“Hairspray” (1988) that brought Waters mainstream
success. The film was adapted into a Broadway musical
(2002), grossing over $200 million and winning eight
Tony Awards, including Best Musical in 2003. His
film “Cry-Baby” (1990) became a hit Broadway show,
receiving four Tony Award nominations in 2008.

A remake of “Hairspray” (2007) was a box office
bonanza. The movie, featuring John Travolta, Michelle
Pfeiffer and Queen Latifah, was the third highest
grossing musical film in American cinema history.

Waters is an advocate of GLBT civil rights. In 2004,
he received the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation (GLAAD) Stephen F. Kolzak Award for his
work combating homophobia. In 2008, he received a
New York Leadership Award from the National Gay and

Lesbian Task Force.
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ROBERT MAPPLETHORPE

b. November 4, 1946
d. March 9, 1989

Robert Mapplethorpe was

a preeminent 20th-century Robert Mapplethorpe was one of America’s preeminent 20th-century
photographer. His controversial photographers. His works have been displayed in prominent galleries and
museums, including the Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam; the Whitney Museum of

works sparked debate about X X X
American Art, New York; and the National Portrait Gallery, London.

government funding of the arts.
Mapplethorpe was raised in suburban Long Island, New York. He earned his B.F.A.
in graphic arts at Pratt Institute.

In the 1970’s, Mapplethorpe’s photographs chronicling the lives of New York’s gay community established him as a unique
and controversial talent. Prominent art collector Sam Wagstaff became Mapplethorpe’s lover and bought him a $500,000
Manhattan studio loft, where the artist lived and worked.

Mapplethorpe’s photography encompasses an eclectic mix of subjects: flowers, especially orchids and calla lilies, classical
nudes, homoerotic acts, bondage and discipline, and celebrities. Andy Warhol, Richard Gere, Peter Gabriel, Grace Jones and
Patti Smith were among the famous people Mapplethorpe photographed.

In the early 1990’s, Mapplethorpe’s “X Portfolio” series sparked a firestorm of criticism when it was included in “The Perfect
Moment,” a traveling exhibition funded by the National Endowment for the Arts. The exhibit, which featured some of the
photographer’s most sexually explicit images, was condemned by conservative religious groups who called on government
leaders to withdraw financial support for the “presentation of potentially obscene material.”

When “The Perfect Moment” was installed at
the Contemporary Arts Center of Cincinnati,
the center and its director were prosecuted
for “pandering obscenity” and subsequently
acquitted. The legal wrangling stirred debate
about the delineation between art and obscenity
and government funding for the arts.

In 1988, Mapplethorpe established the Robert
Mapplethorpe Foundation, which funds HIV/AIDS
research, promotes the art of photography and
maintains the artist’s legacy.

In 1989, Mapplethorpe died from complications
arising from AIDS. He was 42.
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GEORGINA BEYER

b. November 1957
“It 1s important to allow people who
want to be positive contributors of our
society regardless of sex, race, creed and
gender to reach their human potential.”

AR MTIN

The first openly transgender person in the world to hold a national office, Georgina Beyer was
elected a member of Parliament in New Zealand. Beyer’s transformation from stripper and
prostitute to politician is a testament to her remarkable fortitude.

Born biologically male, Beyer spent her early childhood on her grandparents’ farm in rural New
Zealand before moving to Wellington with her mother and stepfather. From an early age, Beyer
recalls feeling like a girl trapped in a boy’s body.

In her 20’s, Beyer began working in the Wellington gay nightclub scene as a singer and drag queen performer, and then
a prostitute. During a trip to Australia, she was attacked and raped by four men. Beyer refers to this experience as her
defining moment.

In 1984, she had sexual reassignment surgery and forged a successful career as a film and television actress in Auckland.
She was often typecast as a drag queen or streetwalker. From Auckland, Beyer moved to the small conservative town of
Carterton, where she took a job as a youth social worker.

In 1993, Beyer was elected to the Carterton District Council. Two years later she was elected Mayor of Carterton, where
she served for five years. In 1999, she won a seat in the New Zealand Parliament. While in Parliament, Beyer helped
pass the Prostitution Reform Act, which decriminalizes prostitution and protects sex workers and their clients. She was
instrumental in securing same-sex civil union benefits for New Zealanders.

Beyer chronicled her life in
“Change for the Better: the Story of
Georgina Beyer” (1999). A
documentary film about her,
“Georgie Girl” (2002), won

) i Georgina Beyer is the first
international awards.

transgender person elected
Beyer was a keynote

. to a national office. As a
speaker at the International .
Conference on LGBT Human member of Parliament, she
Rights in Montreal in 2006. helped secure same-sex
She retired from Parliament | benefits for New Zealanders.
in 2007, saying, “I can now
look for fresh challenges.”
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TONY KUSHNER

b. July 16, 1956

“The world should be striving to
make all 1ts members secure.”

Tony Kushner is an award-winning political playwright and activist. He is best known
Tony Kushner is an for his epic play, “Angels in America.”

acclaimed playwright and Kushner was raised in Lake Charles, Louisiana. His parents were classical musicians
social commentator. His who encouraged their children’s interest in the arts; they paid one dollar for every

play “Angels in America” poem the children memorized and recited.

won a Pulitzer Prize and Kushner earned a B.A. in medieval studies from Columbia University in 1978 and an

profoundly impacted the M.F.A. from New York University’s graduate acting program in 1984.

AIDS crisis. Kushner’s longtime involvement with activist groups like the AIDS Coalition to
Unleash Power (ACT UP) is reflected in his writing. The characters in his plays often
deal with oppression related to their being Jewish, black or gay.

In 2002, Kushner wrote the book and lyrics for the musical “Caroline or Change,” about racial turmoil at the end of
segregation. The story is told through the relationship of a black maid and her Jewish employers.

“Angels in America” follows two couples that are linked to Roy Cohn, a lawyer involved in the McCarthy trials. The play
depicts the characters’ struggles with homosexuality and AIDS during the Reagan administration. HBO later adapted
the stage version into a miniseries starring Meryl Streep,
Emma Thompson and Al Pacino.

Kushner’s long list of commendations includes two Tony
Awards, an Emmy Award, a Pulitzer Prize for Drama,
an Oscar nomination, an Arts Award from the American
Academy of Arts and Letters, a Spirit of Justice Award
from the Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders, and
an honorary doctorate from Brandeis University.

In 2003, Kushner exchanged vows with his partner,
Mark Harris, editor at large of Entertainment Weekly, in
a commitment ceremony. They were the first gay couple
to be featured in The New York Times “Vows” column.
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ROSIE O’'DONNELL

b. March 21, 1962

“I don’t think America knows what a gay
parent looks like: I am a gay parent.”

An award-winning comedian, television host, author and media mogul, Rosie O'Donnell used her
celebrity as a platform for activism and philanthropic causes.

Born in Queens, New York, O’'Donnell got her big break when she auditioned for “Star Search”
and won five times. With her $14,000 winnings, she relocated to Los Angeles and landed a role
on the sitcom “Gimme a Break.”

After film roles in “A League of Their Own,” “Sleepless in Seattle” and “The Flintstones,” she was offered her own
daytime television talk show. During her six years as host of “The Rosie O’Donnell Show,” she started Rosie’s For All Kids
Foundation, which awarded more than $27 million in grants to 1,400 child-related nonprofit organizations.

In 2002, O’Donnell outed herself and became an outspoken advocate for gay
parenting. She worked with the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) in
an attempt to overturn Florida’s ban on gay and lesbian adoption.

O’Donnell and Kelli Carpenter married in 2004. They are parents of four
children. The couple launched R Family Vacations, the first-ever cruise
for gay families.

O’Donnell became the moderator of ABC’s all-women daytime talk
show, “The View.” She starred on Broadway in “Grease,” “Seussical”
and “Fiddler on the Roof,” and founded Rosie’s Broadway Kids, which
provides a free theater experience.

Among O’Donnell’s many honors, she has received 13 Emmy Awards,
the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD) Vito Russo
Award, an induction into the Kid’s Choice Awards Hall of Fame and a
Women in Film Lucy Award.

A comedian, television
host and winner of
13 Emmy Awards,

Rosie 0’Donnell is a
champion of gay and
leshian parenting.
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PHILIP JOHNSON

b. July 8, 1906
d. January 25, 2005

Philip Johnson was an Proportion, minimalism and geometry were elements Philip Johnson combined to create
his masterpieces, which include iconic New York buildings. It seemed destined that
. o Johnson, the descendant of Huguenot Jacques Cortelyou, who designed the town plan of
architect. His signature New Amsterdam (later renamed New York), would leave an indelible mark on the city.

works, The Glass House ) . . . .
o A native of Cleveland, Ohio, Johnson studied philosophy and history at Harvard.
and The Sony Building, His education was regularly interrupted by long trips to
showcase his Europe where he saw architecture that influenced

innovative style. his designs.

At New York’s Museum of Modern Art (MoMA),
he co-curated an exhibition that tracked recent
trends in building. The show, “The International Style: Architecture Since 1922,”
included Walter Gropius, Le Corbusier and Mies van der Rohe and provided the
official introduction of modern architecture to the United States.

internationally acclaimed

© ASSOCIATED PRESS

During the Great Depression, Johnson pursued a career in journalism
abroad. He subsequently enlisted in the U.S. Army. After his military service,
Johnson enrolled in the Harvard Graduate School of Design, where he realized his %
passion for architecture.

Philip Johnson’s work is characterized by innovation. In a career spanning almost 60
years, he developed a reputation for flexibility and foresight.

Johnson founded the Department of Architecture and Design at MoMA and served as
a trustee of the museum. He was awarded an American Institute of Architects Gold
Medal (1978) and the first-ever Pritzker Architecture Prize (1979).

The Glass House (1949), which he designed for himself, is a modest 56-foot-by-32-
foot rectangle with exterior walls made almost entirely of glass. The building, in
New Canaan, Connecticut, incorporates the bucolic setting as an integral part of the
home’s ambiance.

His other seminal works are the New York State Pavilion for the World’s Fair (1964),
MoMA'’s east wing and sculpture garden (1964), Pennzoil Place in Houston (1975),
and the Sony Building in New York City (1984).

The architect shared the last 40 years of his life with his partner, David
Whitney, who died only months after Johnson.
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E. M. FORSTER

b. January 1, 1879
d. June 7, 1970

E. M. Forster was an

internationally acclaimed E. M. Forster was a prolific and internationally acclaimed writer. His works display

] . ) his acute awareness of the social and political problems of his time and his belief in
writer. His classic works the power of human connection. Though best known for novels, he wrote numerous
about 19th-century short stories and nonfiction works.

England were adapted Forster grew up in London, England. An inheritance from his great-aunt allowed

into Oscar-winning films. him to attend college and sustained his early writing career. Forster received his
B.A. from King’s College in Cambridge. After graduation, he and his mother traveled
to Italy. This experience deeply influenced two of his first novels, “Where Angels
Fear to Tread” (1905) and “A Room with a View” (1907).

Forster’s novel “Howard’s End” (1910) provided a sharp analysis of the upper-class British world. It is recognized as his
greatest work. His next novel, “A Passage to India” (1924), won the James Tait Black Memorial Prize in 1924 and was
named one of the 100 best novels published in the English language by Modern Library in 1998.

“Maurice,” which Forster wrote between 1913 and 1915, was not published until a year after his death, at the author’s
request. Written when homosexuality was illegal in England,
the book revolved around a gay man and his relationships.
Though unwilling to publish “Maurice,” Forster fought against
the suppression of Radclyffe Hall’s novel about a lesbian
Englishwoman, “The Well of Loneliness” (1928).

In the 1980’s and 1990’s, Forster’s novels were adapted for
the big screen. According to The New York Times, “Forster
displayed a genius for capturing the complex personalities
expressed in the social manners of his day, and the best
screen adaptations have done the same.” The film versions
of “Howard’s End” and “A Room with a View” each won three
Oscars, and “A Passage to India” secured two more.

In 1934, Forster became the first president of the National
Council for Civil Liberties, a human rights organization in
England. A year before his death, Queen Elizabeth appointed
Forster a member of England’s Order of Merit, one of the
highest national honors.
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RANDY SHILTS

b. August 8, 1951
d. February 17, 1994

“History 1s not served when reporters prize
trepirdation and propriety over the robust
Journalistic duty to tell the whole story.”

Randy Shilts was the first openly gay journalist to cover GLBT issues in the American

) mainstream press. He held positions at The Advocate and the San Francisco Chronicle
the first openly gay and is the author of three books.

journalist to cover gay
issues. He authored

groundbreaking books on

Randy Shilts was

Shilts came out at age 20 and was head of the Eugene, Oregon Gay People’s Alliance.

After working as the Northwest correspondent for The Advocate, he moved to San
. Francisco to become a staff writer. He covered gay issues and city politics at San
AIDS and on homophobia Francisco area television stations.

in the military. Shilts wrote “The Mayor of Castro Street: The Life and Times of Harvey Milk” (1982),
when a biography about a gay political figure was groundbreaking.

His New York Times best seller, “And the Band Played On: Politics, People and the AIDS Epidemic” (1987), was the first
major book about AIDS. It chronicles the first five
years of the epidemic and exposes the infighting and
inaction that led the virus to become a pandemic.
The book earned a nomination for the National Book
Award and was translated into seven languages. It
was adapted into an Emmy Award-winning HBO film
starring Alan Alda, Anjelica Huston, Steve Martin,
Matthew Modine and Lily Tomlin.

While suffering from AIDS-related causes, Shilts
dictated the last chapters of “Conduct Unbecoming:
Gays and Lesbians in the US Military: Vietnam
to the Persian Gulf” (1993). The work examines
homophobia in the military and is based on more
than 1,000 interviews.

Shilts never compromised his professional
integrity. In 1993, a year before he lost his battle
with AIDS, he was honored with the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the National Lesbian
and Gay Journalists Association.
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ALLEN GINSBERG

b. June 3, 1926
d. April 5, 1997 “The only thing that can save
the world 1s the reclatvming of
the awareness of the world.
That’s what poetry does.”

Allen Ginsberg was a revolutionary poet and committed activist. He was a leader of the Beat movement, which celebrated
nonconformity and paved the way for many previously ignored poets. Ginsberg’s works captured his antiestablishment
spirit and fostered social change.

He was born Irwin Allen Ginsberg and raised in Patterson, New Jersey. His father, Louis, was a successful poet who
walked around the house reciting poetry. His mother suffered from paranoia and was in and out of mental hospitals. Three
years after her death, Ginsberg wrote “Kaddish for Naomi Ginsberg” (1961), which is considered one of his finest works.

Ginsberg attended Columbia University, where he received a B.A. in 1948. The next year, he met Carl Solomon, whom he
credited with “deepening his understanding of poetry and its power as a weapon of political dissent.” His most celebrated
poem, “Howl!” (1956), was dedicated to Solomon. Ginsberg was tried and acquitted of obscenity charges partially related
to the poem’s homoerotic content. A judge found that the poem had “redeeming social importance,” making “Howl!” a
reference case for free-speech advocates.

Ginsberg is credited with coining the term “flower power,” which encouraged protesters to engage in nonviolent rebellion.
Once kicked out of Cuba for saying Che Guevara was “cute,” Ginsberg was dubbed a social bandit. His frank writing about
homosexuality made an important contribution to gay rights.

In 1954, Ginsberg met the man who would become his
life partner, Peter Orlovsky. Like Ginsberg, Orlovsky was |
an American poet and experienced the mental illness of i
a family member. Their 43-year relationship ended with
Ginsberg’s death in 1997.

Ginsberg’s honors include a National Book Award, a
Robert Frost Medal for distinguished poetic achievement
and an American Book Award for contributions to literary
excellence. In 1987, he was named
a distinguished professor at
Brooklyn College, where he taught

Allen Ginsberg’s

English and creative writing. revolutionary
In 1993, the French minister of poetry captured his
culture awarded Ginsberg the antiestablishment

Order of Arts and Letters. spirit, A leader of the

Beat movement, his

frank writing about
lbt homosexuality made an
g important contribution to
HISTOW gay rights.
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TROY PERRY

b. July 27, 1940

Troy Perry is the founder of the United Fellowship of the Metropolitan Community Churches (UFMCC), a Protestant
denomination ministering to the gay community. UFMCC reflects Perry’s commitment to provide a safe space for gays
and lesbians to celebrate their faith.

Perry was born in Tallahassee, Florida. He was drawn to the church at an early age and delivered his first sermon when
he was 13. At the age of 15, he was licensed as a Baptist minister. In 1959, Perry married a woman and had two sons. The
couple separated in 1964 and later divorced.

Perry overcame hardships on his journey to becoming the founder of the UFMCC. He was stripped of a religious position
because of his homosexuality, became estranged from his two sons and attempted suicide. He lost hope that he could
reconcile his homosexuality with his faith. The seemingly homophobic arrest of a friend convinced Perry to start a
church providing spiritual support to the gay community.

In October 1968, Perry launched UFMCC with a service for
12 people in his living room. UFMCC has grown to include
more than 40,000 members with churches around the
world. In 1969, he performed the first same-sex wedding.
In the next year, he filed the first lawsuit seeking legal
recognition of same-sex marriages.

Perry and his partner, Philip Ray DeBlieck, have been together
since 1985. In 2003, they married at a UFMCC church in
Toronto, Canada. The newlyweds sued the state of California
for legal recognition of their marriage. They were among the
plaintiffs in the May 2008 California Supreme Court decision
that legalized same-sex marriage.

Perry has been awarded honorary doctorates from Episcopal
Divinity School, Samaritan College and Sierra University.
He received Humanitarian Awards from the American Civil
Liberties Union and the Gay Press Association.

Troy Perry founded the
Metropolitan Community Churches,
the largest gay denomination

worldwide. He and his partner

t were plaintiffs in the California
HISTOW Supreme Court decision that

MONTH legalized same-sex marriage.
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BILL T. JONES

b. February 15, 1952

“Living and dying s not the big issue.
The big issue 1s what you’re going to
do with your tvme while you are here.”

Bill T. Jones is a dancer and avant-garde

choreographer who has created masterpieces

( / # about race, sexuality, life and loss. He is known

for his extraordinary ability to translate human

emotion and experience into the language of
dance and theater.

The 10th of 12 children, William Tass Jones was born
in Florida, the son of migrant farm workers, and raised
in Wayland, New York. As one of the only blacks at his public
school, Jones believes the experience of living by white norms at
school and black norms at home encouraged his self-expression.

Bill T. Jones is
an avant-garde
choreographer and

dancer. He earned Jones attended the State University of New York, where he studied classical ballet
a Tony Award and a and modern dance. It was there that he met his lover of 17 years, Arnie Zane. The
. two danced and choreographed together. As an openly gay interracial couple,

Place in the Hall of they pushed the envelope and challenged their audiences’ preconceived notions
Fame of the National | ahout gender, race and sexuality. In 1982, they cofounded the Bill T. Jones/Arnie
Museum of Dance. Zane Dance Company.

In 1986, Zane was diagnosed with AIDS, which claimed his life two years later.
Watching his life partner die gave Jones a new sense of passion and urgency.

In his 1994 piece “Still/Here,” Jones took the experiences of people living with life-
threatening illnesses and transformed them into a beautiful piece about life and
confronting death. HIV-positive himself, Jones wanted to teach those living under
the constant threat of death how to express themselves through movement. Jones’s
works also draw from existing material. His piece “Last Supper at Uncle Tom’s
Cabin/The Promised Land” was inspired by Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel.

Jones has won many awards, including a Tony Award, the Samuel H. Scripps
American Dance Festival Award for Lifetime Achievement and a Harlem
Renaissance Award. In 2007, he was inducted into the Hall of Fame of the National
Museum of Dance. He is the recipient of five honorary doctorates.

Jones continues to dance and choreograph for the 4

~
Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company. 1! t
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ANDY WARHOL

b. August 6, 1928

d. February 22, 1987 “They always say time

changes things, but you

actually have to change
them yourself.”

An iconic Pop artist, filmmaker | ity his pioneering image-appropriating Pop Art, Andy Warhol was one of the
and publisher, Andy Warhol was most influential artists of the 20th century.

one of the most influential artists | p,., Andrew Warhola in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, he studied pictorial design

of the 20th century. at the Carnegie Institute of Technology (now Carnegie Mellon University). He
moved to New York City and worked in advertising for Tiffany & Co., Columbia
Records, Vogue, NBC and The New York Times.

Galleries rejected his early drawings due to their overt homosexual content. In the 1960’s, Warhol appropriated images
from popular culture to create his iconic “Campbell Soup Can,” “Disasters” and “Marilyn” series. He made avant-garde films
including “Sleep,” “Chelsea Girls” and “Empire.” Warhol’s studio, The Factory, attracted artists, art critics and celebrities.

In the 1970’s, he focused on celebrity portraits using screen printing and paint.
Mick Jagger, Liza Minnelli, John Lennon and Diana Ross were among his subjects.
Warhol founded the magazine Interview, dedicated to the “cult of celebrity.”

He wrote in “The Philosophy of Andy Warhol” (1975) that “Making money is art,
and working is art, and good business is the best art.”

Following routine gall bladder surgery, Warhol suffered a heart attack
and died. His will stipulated that his estate create a foundation for the
advancement of the arts. The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts
helps secure Warhol’s legacy and is one of the preeminent national
funders of innovative contemporary art.

Warhol’s work is exhibited in modern art institutions, including the Museum
of Modern Art, the Guggenheim Museum and the Whitney Museum, all in
New York City, the Tate Museum in London, and the Centre Pompidou in
Paris. The Andy Warhol Museum in Pittsburgh is the world’s largest museum
dedicated to a single artist.
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RACHEL CARSON

b. May 27, 1907

d. April 14, 1964 “If facts are the seeds that later produce

knowledge and wisdom, then the emotions
and the vmpressions of the senses are the

fertile sotl in which the seeds must grow.”

Rachel Carson was a writer and research biologist credited with establishing the environmental
movement. Carson brought public attention to the need to regulate industry and protect the
environment.

She was raised in rural Springdale, Pennsylvania, where she and her mother explored woods
and springs, and enjoyed bird watching. She claimed her most enduring childhood memory was
a desire to become a writer.

In 1929, Carson graduated from the Pennsylvania College for
Women (now known as Chatham College) with a degree in zoology. She earned a
master’s degree in zoology from Johns Hopkins University in 1932.

Carson is best known for her

Writer, research biologist and book “Silent Spring” (1962),
Presidential Medal of Freedom meticulously researched work about
the dangers of the indiscriminate

recipient, Rachel Carson was use of pesticides. Though the book
a pioneer of the environmental sparked fierce opposition from the

movement. Her activism led to chemical industry, it succeeded at

the creation of the Environmental raising public awareness. President
Kennedy ordered an investigation. As a result,

Protection Agency. the pesticide DDT was banned.

While battling cancer, Carson
continued her efforts to bring attention to environmental issues. She
spoke out on the need for an independent government regulatory agency
to monitor environmental degradation and its effects on human health.
Her activism led to the creation of the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

Chatham College established the Rachel Carson Institute to promote
“awareness and understanding of significant and
current environmental issues.” In 1980, she was
posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of \
Freedom, the highest civilian honor.
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MICHELANGELO

b. March 6, 1475
d. February 18, 1564

“The greater danger for most of us lies not in setting
our arm too hagh and falling short, but in setting
our aim too low, and achieving our mark.”

Michelangelo is one of Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni is considered one of the greatest artists of all
the greatest artists of all | time. His art typified the High Renaissance style with use of naturalistic light, depiction
time. His Sistine Chapel of realistic figures and emphasis on the beauty of nature. One of the true “Renaissance

o men,” his talent encompassed fine art, architecture and poetry. He was referred to as “Il
paintings are the most | pjyino” (“The Divine One”).

(G EA SR Michelangelowasborninthe Tuscanyregion of Italy. Atage 13, he started an apprenticeship

Roman Catholic Church. | i, piorence with Domenic Ghirlandaio, from whom he learned fresco painting.

He moved to Rome and received a commission from the French ambassador to the
Holy See, the central government of the Catholic Church. In 1497, he completed one of
Christendom’s most significant artworks, the “Pieta.” The lifelike marble sculpture depicts

Mary cradling the body of Christ after the Crucifixion.

-
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His colossal marble statue “David” is considered the masterpiece of High @ 3 £ !
Renaissance sculpture. Completed in 1501, the sculpture is 17 feet tall = =
and is exhibited in the Gallerie del’Accademia in Florence. *..- =

Michelangelo was a primary architect of St. Peter’s Basilica in
the Vatican and the sole designer of its dome. From 1508 to 1512, <
he painted what would become his most famous work, the ceiling
frescoes of the Sistine Chapel in Vatican City. The frescoes include
“The Creation of Adam,” in which God’s finger stretches out to give
Adam life. These murals are considered the most magnificent and f s
spiritual art of the Roman Catholic Church. 7

%
A lover of male beauty, Michelangelo’s lyrical poetry described his % ﬁ’
same sex-affection. He wrote: o e

The flesh now earth, and here my bones,
Bereft of handsome eyes, and jaunty air,
Still loyal are to him I joyed in bed,

Whom I embraced, in whom my soul now lives.
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