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Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin is the first out lesbian elected to the U.S. House 
of Representatives. As of 2009, she is one of three openly gay members and the first 
openly gay non-incumbent elected to Congress.

Born in Madison, Wisconsin, Baldwin was 
raised by her mother and maternal 
grandparents. She graduated from 
high school at the top of her class 
and attended Smith College, 
where she majored in government 
and mathematics. 

In 1986, Baldwin was elected 
to the Dane County Board of 

Supervisors, her first public office. During this time, she earned 
her degree from the University of Wisconsin Law School. After 
practicing law from 1989 to 1992, she won a seat in the Wisconsin 
State Assembly.

In 1998, Baldwin was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, making 
her the first congresswoman from Wisconsin. She was elected to her sixth 
term in 2008. She serves on the Subcommittee on Health of the Committee 
of Energy and Commerce and on the Subcommittee on the Constitution, 
Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties of the Committee of the Judiciary.

Baldwin is a leading advocate for universal health care, as well as a proponent of 
renewable fuel sources and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

A self-proclaimed “forceful supporter of civil rights and those whose voices 
are not heard,” Baldwin spearheaded efforts to pass inclusive hate 
crimes legislation and the Employment Non-Discrimination Act 
(ENDA). She has authored legislation that would extend 
benefits for same-sex partners to federal employees.

Baldwin lives with her partner, Lauren Azar.
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“There will not be a magic day when we wake 
up and it’s now O.K. to express ourselves 

publicly. We make that day by doing things 
publicly until it’s simply the way things are.”
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