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PAtsy lynch 
b. July 21, 1953

Patsy Lynch is a trailblazing photographer whose work documenting 
several decades of the GLBT civil rights struggle has provided visibility 
to the movement and inspired activists worldwide.  

A native of Washington, D.C., Lynch received her Bachelor of Arts from 
Elon University, where she started the college newspaper. She earned 
two master’s degrees from Gallaudet University.

Working for both The Advocate and the UPI news agency in the 1970’s 
and 1980’s, Lynch was the first openly gay journalist with a White House 
credential. She was a founding member of the Washington, D.C., chapter 
of the National Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association. 

Through her lens, Lynch chronicled numerous milestones in the 
GLBT civil rights struggle. She was one of four official photographers at the 1979 Lesbian and Gay March on Washington.  

She captured lasting images of the AIDS activism movement, 
including a 1987 protest at the White House and a 1988 die-in 
organized by ACT UP in Washington.

Lynch served as the photographer for the “Community Pioneers” 
exhibit of Washington residents who contributed to the struggle 
for equality. “We need to let people know that we are here, and 
we’re not going away,” Lynch said.

In 1990, the National Gay Press Association named Lynch 
Photographer of the Year. In 2006, she received a Distinguished 
Service Award from the Gay and Lesbian Activist Alliance.  
The following year, she received the Community Pioneer award 
from the Rainbow History Project. Recently, Lynch has worked 
on assignment for the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), where she documented Hurricane Katrina and the 2010 
BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. 

A resident of the Washington area, Lynch is also a skilled sports 
photographer, landscape photographer and portrait artist.
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“If we don’t know our history 
we’re going to become forgotten.”
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