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PHILANTHROPIST
Jon stRyKeR 
b. 1958

“It’s about supporting people who are 
trying to live in peace as openly gay 

or lesbian or transgender people.”
Jon Stryker is a philanthropist and leading funder of national and international LGBT 
organizations. 

Stryker was raised in Kalamazoo, Michigan. He earned a bachelor’s degree in biology 
from Kalamazoo College and a master’s degree in architecture from the University of 
California, Berkeley. He is an heir to the Stryker fortune and a major shareholder in 
Stryker Corporation, a hospital and surgical equipment manufacturer.

Stryker founded and solely funded the Arcus Foundation, the largest grantmaker for 
LGBT issues. Established in 2000, the foundation’s mission also includes conservation of 
the great apes. 

In addition to the foundation, Stryker has personally donated more than $247 million to LGBT causes and great ape 
conservation. He is a founding board member of the Ol Pejeta Wildlife Conservancy in Kenya and Save the Chimps in Fort 
Pierce, Florida. The threatened colobine species Rhinopithecus strykeri was named in his honor.

A registered architect, he is the president of Depot Landmark, which specializes 
in the rehabilitation of historic buildings. Since 2004, he has been a Global 

Philanthropists Circle Member. In 2008, the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force awarded Stryker the Creating Change Award. 

Stryker is divorced with two children. In 2011, he was listed among The 
Chronicle of Philanthropy’s top 50 donors. The following year, Forbes named 
him one of the “400 Richest People in America.”
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Stryker founded and 
solely funded the 

Arcus Foundation, the 
largest grantmaker 

for LGBT issues.


