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Paul Rudolph was an acclaimed American architect and educator who served for six years as the chair of the Yale 
University Department of Architecture. Best recognized for his mid-century Brutalist buildings, he was also known for his 
unconventional Florida home designs.

Born in Kentucky, Rudolph spent his childhood traveling across the region with his father, an itinerant Methodist preacher. 
Exposure to the structural aesthetics of the American South sparked Rudolph’s interest in architecture. 

Rudolph earned a Bachelor of Architecture from Alabama Polytechnic Institute (now Auburn University) in 1940. He 
started his career in Sarasota, Florida, apprenticing for six months with Ralph Twitchell. 
At the beginning of World War II, Rudolph entered Harvard Graduate School of Design. 
After a semester or two, he joined the U.S. Navy, where he supervised shipbuilding at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard.

After his discharge, Rudolph completed his master’s degree at Harvard under the 
pioneering Modernist architect and Bauhaus founder, Walter Gropius.

Rudoph returned to Florida in 1946 and became Twitchell’s business associate. They 
helped found the “Sarasota School,” a group of Modernist architects who gained 
international attention for their functionally focused, climate-conscious modular homes.

In 1952, Rudolph started his own architecture practice. His style evolved, and in 1954, he won 
the Outstanding Young Architects Award in an international competition. The honor 

secured him larger, more prestigious projects, including the Jewett Arts Center at 
Wellesley College (1955) and Boston’s Blue Cross-Blue Shield Building (1957).

In 1958, Yale University’s School of Architecture appointed Rudolph chair. During 
his tenure, he completed several iconic projects, notably Yale’s controversial Art 
& Architecture Building (1963) and the Endo Pharmaceuticals Building (1964) on 
Long Island. Featuring reinforced concrete and sculptural forms, the buildings are 
prime examples of Brutalism. 

After leaving Yale in 1965, demand for Rudolph’s large-scale architecture declined. 
In the 1970s, he primarily designed interiors for wealthy gay men in Manhattan, 

including the well-known fashion designer Halston.

Throughout his career, homophobic stigma kept Rudolph closeted. In 1975, he 
developed a relationship with Ernst Wagner. They cofounded Modulightor, a 

lighting and design company, in 1976, and lived together for the rest of 
Rudolph’s life. 

In the 1980s and ’90s, Rudolph enjoyed renewed success with 
major commissions in Asia. He died in 1997 of mesothelioma, a 
cancer linked to asbestos exposure.

To honor his partner, Wagner founded the Paul Rudolph 
Foundation and The Paul Rudolph Institute for Modern 
Architecture. In 2010, Rudolph’s residence was designated 
a New York City Landmark. The Library of Congress houses 
his archive.

“Every building, no matter how large  
or small, is part of the urban design.”

Paul Rudolph 
b. October 23, 1918
d. August 8, 1997

He was a prominent 
American architect 
best known for his 
Brutalist buildings.
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