David Adamany
b. September 23, 1936
d. November 10, 2016

David Adamany
was the ﬁrst openly
gay university
president.

UNIVERSITY
PRESIDENT

“You have to drive for higher standards, because
it’s good for students and it’s good for society.”

COURTESY OF TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

David Adamany was the first openly gay president of an American university. He served
as president of Wayne State University in Detroit and Temple University in Philadelphia.
He was nationally recognized as a leader in higher education.
Born to a Lebanese family in Janesville, Wisconsin, Adamany earned his bachelor’s
and law degrees from Harvard University and his master’s and doctorate degrees in
political science from the University of Wisconsin. He was named a special assistant
to the attorney general of Wisconsin and pardon counsel to the state’s governor. At 27 he became the youngest person
appointed to Wisconsin’s Public Service Commission.
During the 1970s, Adamany was named special advisor to Wisconsin Governor Patrick J. Lucey and later served as
Wisconsin’s secretary of revenue. He subsequently taught at Wesleyan University, California State University at Long
Beach and University of Maryland.
In 1982 Adamany was named president of Wayne State University. He served longer than anyone else to hold the position.
During his 15-year tenure, he helped transform the university into a premier research center. The undergraduate library
was named in his honor.
In 1999 Adamany was appointed as the interim executive officer
of the Detroit Public School District, where he advocated for
educational reform. From 2000 to 2006, he served as the president
of Temple University.
At Temple, Adamany added a new general education curriculum.
He expanded enrollment by one-third, while improving SAT
scores by more than 60 points and increasing the university’s
honors program. He advocated for LGBT civil rights and offered
benefits to the same-sex partners of university employees. After
his tenure as president, he became a chancellor and taught
at Temple’s James Beasley School of Law and in the Political
Science Department.
In 1997 the University of Wisconsin’s Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual
Alumni Council honored Adamany with its Distinguished Alumni
Award. In 2000 the Arab Community Center for Economic and
Social Services named him Arab American of the Year.
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Tom Ammiano
b. December 15, 1941

WORKPLACE
PIONEER

“I’ve never been interested in standing in the middle.
Sure it’s comfortable, but life’s too short for the middle.”
Tom Ammiano is an LGBT rights activist and one of the first American politicians to
fight discrimination against LGBT schoolteachers. He served as the San Francisco
school board president, president of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors and a
member of the California State Assembly.
Ammiano grew up in Montclair, New Jersey. Classmates and his gym teacher routinely
bullied him. He turned to humor and education, earning a bachelor’s degree in
communications from Seton Hall University and a master’s degree in special education
from San Francisco State University.
Ammiano became a special education teacher in San Francisco and cofounded a gay
teachers organization that successfully petitioned the school board to prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation.
In 1977 he worked successfully with Hank Wilson and Harvey Milk to defeat the Briggs Initiative, which sought to ban gay
people from teaching in California.
In the 1980s Ammiano worked as a teacher, an activist and a standup comic. In 1990 he was elected to the San Francisco
Board of Education and became vice president a year later. He was instrumental in creating gay and lesbian sensitivity
training for students in the San Francisco Unified School District. He also made condoms available to middle and high
school students and banned the Boy Scouts of America from
recruiting and teaching in schools, citing the group’s ban on gay
scouts and leaders.
In the mid ’90s, Ammiano was elected to the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors where, among other reforms, he pushed for
LGBT rights and affordable housing. He helped create the city’s
Health Care Security Ordinance, making San Francisco the first
city in the country to provide universal healthcare access. He
also developed the city’s Domestic Partners Ordinance, which
offers benefits to the unmarried domestic partners of employees.
In 1999 Catholic groups criticized Ammiano when he granted
the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, an AIDS charity run by drag
queens, a permit to participate in Easter Sunday events. The
same year, he mounted an impressive write-in campaign for San
Francisco mayor. He lost, but his bid was documented in the film
“See How They Run.”
Ammiano was elected to the California State Assembly in 2008.
During his tenure, he authored the landmark School Success
and Opportunity Act, which permits students in sex-segregated
programs to participate according to their gender identity.
Ammiano played himself in the Academy Award-winning film
“Milk” (2008).
In 1994 Ammiano’s longtime partner, Tim Curbo, died from
www.lgbtHistoryMonth.com
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Tom Ammiano
is an American
politician who fought
to end discrimination
against LGBT
schoolteachers.

Jack Baker &
Michael McConnell
b. Both 1942

Jack Baker and
Michael McConnell
are the first couple
in the U.S. to file
a state lawsuit for
marriage equality.

MARRIAGE
EQUALITY
PIONEERS

“I am convinced that same-sex marriage will be
legalized in the United States.” Jack Baker

© JONATHAN DAVID

Jack Baker and Michael McConnell are pioneering marriage equality advocates. In 1970
they became the first same-sex couple in the United States to apply for a marriage license.
Later, in Baker v. Nelson, they became the first to file a state lawsuit for marriage equality.
Baker and McConnell attended the University of Minnesota. In 1969 Baker and other
campus activists founded Fight Repression of Erotic Expression (FREE). FREE was the
second gay-student-run organization in the United States. It is credited with creating what
would become Gay Pride.
FREE’s initiatives included reporting on gay rights in Minneapolis and surveying major Twin Cities companies in an effort
to expose discrimination against homosexuals. They discovered that Honeywell “would not employ a known homosexual.”
FREE pushed the university to adopt gay-friendly initiatives, which included banning campus recruitment by employers that
discriminate. The prohibition motivated Honeywell to end discrimination based on sexual orientation.
In 1971, campaigning on a pro-gay platform, Baker became the first openly gay president of the Minnesota Students Association.
He was also the first to be reelected president in the school’s then 121-year history.
Baker and McConnell became a couple. They believed Minnesota law did not specifically ban marriage between samesex adults. They applied for a marriage license, and Baker, a law student, insisted that under the rule of law, “what’s
not forbidden is permitted.” Their application was denied. After losing a district court battle, the couple took the suit
to the Minnesota Supreme Court. The
high court also ruled against them. With
marriage disallowed, McConnell legally
unsuccessful, laid the foundation for
future marriage equality challenges.
In 1972 Baker led the Democratic Farmer
Labor Party (DFL) Gay Rights Caucus at the
party’s Minnesota State Convention. The
DFL was the first significant U.S. political
party to support marriage equality. In 2015
when Obergefell v. Hodges made same-sex
marriage legal nationwide, McConnell told
Minnesota Public Radio, “We were right.
We had been right.”
In 2016 Baker and McConnell published
a memoir, “The Wedding Heard ‘Round
the World: America’s First Gay Marriage.”
They donated their legal documents to the
Jean-Nickolaus Tretter Collection in Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Studies
at the University of Minnesota.
www.lgbtHistoryMonth.com
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Billy Bean
b. May 11, 1964

MAJOR LEAGUE
BASEBALL PLAYER

“We’re not here to change the way people think. We’re here to give
them the opportunity to make the best decision.”

© ARTURO PARDAVILA III

William “Billy” Bean is the second Major League Baseball player to come out.
Born in Santa Ana, California, the eldest of six kids, Bean showed talent for baseball
in high school. His team won the state championship. He received an athletic
Bill Bean is the second
scholarship from Loyola Marymount University where, in his junior year, he was
Major League Baseball
recruited by the New York Yankees. Though he was offered a lucrative signing bonus,
player to come out.
he chose to finish college and was twice named an All-American outfielder.
When Bean was 24, he married a woman he met in college. They divorced three
years later.
In 1986 Bean made his Major League debut with the Detroit Tigers. During his career, he also played for the Los Angeles
Dodgers, the San Diego Padres and the Kintestsu Buffaloes of the Nippon Professional Baseball League in Japan.
While playing with the Padres, Bean came out to his family. He came out publicly in 1999, after retiring from the sport.
In 2014 Bean was appointed Major League Baseball’s first-ever Ambassador for Inclusion. In this role, he provides
guidance and support for LGBT players. He has also developed educational training on homophobia and has presented
at annual industry events. In an interview, Bean said he likely would not have quit baseball as early in his career if
a support system for gay players
had existed at the time.
Bean lives in Los Angeles. He
discusses his personal and
professional life in his best-selling
memoir, “Going the Other Way:
Lessons from a Life In and Out of
Major League Baseball.”
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Ruth Berman &
Connie Kurtz
b. Ruth Berman, 1934
b. Connie Kurtz, 1936

EMPLOYEE
BENEFITS
PLAINTIFFS

“We’re all entitled to equal treatment.” Ruth Berman

© CONNIE KURTZ AND RUTH BERMAN

Ruth Berman and Connie Kurtz were the first same-sex couple in the United States
to successfully sue an employer for domestic partner benefits. Their landmark case
Ruth Berman and
against the New York City Board of Education eventually led to the extension of health
Connie Kurtz were
and dental benefits to the domestic partners of all New York City employees.
the first U.S. couple to
Born in Brooklyn, the women first met when they had husbands and children. Years
successfully sue an
later, they reconnected and both divorced. As a couple, Berman and Kurtz shared a
commitment to LGBT rights and feminist activism.
employer for domestic
In 1988 Berman worked as a health and physical education teacher at a Brooklyn high
partner benefits.
school. Kurtz was self-employed. The couple sued for Kurtz to receive medical and
dental benefits under Berman’s employee healthcare plan. They won the case in 1994
and went on to become spokeswomen for LGBT rights, sharing their story on television and through other national media.
It was the first time many Americans had seen an out lesbian couple. An emotional public outpouring led them to create
Women in Discovery, the first forum empowering lesbians married to men to discuss their attraction to women.
Over the years, Berman and Kurtz helped organize Parents, Friends and Family of Lesbian and Gays (PFLAG) chapters in
Florida and New York and founded The Answer is Love Counseling Center. They served as co-chairs of the New York State
NOW Lesbian Task Force.
In 2011 the couple, both grandmothers, married in New York just two days after the state legalized same-sex marriage.
“Forty-two years we have been significant others, we have been life partners,” Kurtz said. “Now we are spouses.”
In 2015 a New York State bill, the Ruthie
and Connie LGBT Elder Americans Act, was
introduced to improve and protect services
for aging LGBT adults.
A 2002 documentary, “Ruthie and Connie:
Every Room in the House,” explores their
lives and contributions as a couple. In 2016
they received the SAGE Pioneer Award.
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Selisse Berry

WORKPLACE
PIONEER

b. 1956

Selisse Berry
is the founder
and CEO of Out &
Equal Workplace
Advocates.

“There are emotional and financial
benefits to being authentic.”
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Selisse Berry is the founder and CEO of Out & Equal Workplace Advocates. Based in San
Francisco and Washington, D.C., it is the world’s largest nonprofit organization dedicated
to LGBT employment equality.
Born in Stillwater, Oklahoma, Berry was raised Presbyterian. She attended the University
of North Texas and received degrees in education and guidance counseling. She earned a
graduate degree in special education from the University of Texas.
For years Berry worked as a guidance counselor and teacher. In 1987 she enrolled at the San Francisco Theological
Seminary. There she began dating a female classmate. Because the church did not allow gay or lesbian people to
become ordained ministers, the couple kept their relationship secret.
After coming out, Berry left the church and began working in the nonprofit sector, initially as national coordinator for
Christian Lesbians Out Together and then as director of the North California Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights.
In 1996 Berry was named director of the United Way’s Building Bridges training program,
which merged with other LGBT workplace organizations, eventually becoming Out &
Equal Workplace Advocates.
Out & Equal partners with companies and government agencies to provide
professional development, networking and other opportunities that build and
support inclusivity. The organization hosts an annual event, the Out & Equal
Workplace Summit, which brings together international experts, employers
and LGBT employees to share best practices. “If you are putting all of
your energy into hiding, into changing pronouns,” Berry has said, “you
are actually not working at full capacity and that hurts the company’s
bottom line.”
In 2013 Berry self-published “Out & Equal at Work: From Closet to
Corner Office,” an anthology of coming-out stories from openly gay and
lesbian executives of Disney, Clorox, Hewlett-Packard and Xerox.
Among other honors, Berry received the Bonhame Center Award in
2016 from the Mark S. Bonham Centre for Sexual Diversity Studies at
the University of Toronto. She lives in Washington, D.C., with her wife,
Cynthia.

Charlotte Bunch
b. October 13, 1944

Charlotte Bunch
is an internationally
renowned feminist,
author and National
Women’s Hall of
Fame inductee.

SCHOLAR
AND ACTIVIST
“We need women leaders.”

© THE CENTER FOR WOMEN’S GLOBAL LEADERSHIP

Charlotte Bunch is an internationally renowned activist, feminist author and National
Women’s Hall of Fame inductee, who has devoted her life to women’s rights. She is the
founding director and senior scholar at the Center for Women’s Global Leadership at
Rutgers University, where she is also a distinguished professor in the Department of
Women’s Studies.
Raised in a liberal family, Bunch spent most of her childhood in Artesia, New Mexico.
She enrolled at Duke University and graduated magna cum laude in 1966. In college
she was involved in the Young Women’s Christian Association and the Methodist Student Movement. She became
a youth delegate to the World Council of Churches Conference and served as president of the University Christian
Movement in Washington, D.C., before leaving the church over its homophobic policies.
Bunch became politically active in the women’s movement and later in lesbian rights advocacy. She was a fellow
at the Institute for Policy Studies in Washington, D.C., and cofounded The Furies Collective, a lesbian organization
that espoused lesbian separatism. Bunch helped launch
the publications Women’s Liberation and Quest: A Feminist
Quarterly. The National Register of Historic Places named The
Furies headquarters a landmark. It is the first lesbian-related
historic landmark in Washington, D.C.
By 1979 Bunch had become a consultant to the World Conference
for the United Nations Decade on Women, which lobbied for
women’s rights globally. In 1989 she founded the Center for
Women’s Global Leadership at Douglass College at Rutgers
University, which created the Charlotte Bunch Women’s Human
Rights Strategic Opportunities Fund in her honor.
In 1996 Bunch was inducted into the National Women’s Hall of
Fame. She received the Eleanor Roosevelt Award for Human
Rights from President Bill Clinton and the Women Who Make
a Difference Award from the National Council for Research on
Women. In 2002 Rutgers University honored her with its Board
of Trustees Award for Excellence in Research.
Bunch has worked with numerous organizations, including the
Advisory Committee for the Human Rights Watch, the Global
Fund for Women and the International Council on Human
Rights Policy. She consulted on the 2006 Report to the U.N.
General Assembly on Violence Against Women and has written
and edited many books and reports on women’s rights.
A documentary film, “Passionate Politics: The Life & Work of
Charlotte Bunch,” explores her lifetime of advocacy on behalf
of women worldwide.
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Lynn Conway
b. Jan. 2, 1938

COMPUTER
PIONEER
“If you want to change the future,
start living as if you’re already there.”

Lynn Conway
is a computer pioneer
and transgender activist
who helped shape the
technology revolution.

© LYNN CONWAY

Born male in Mt. Vernon, New York, Lynn Conway is a pioneer in microelectronic
chip design and a transgender activist. She helped shape the way modern computers
are designed and built.
Conway, formerly Robert Sanders (a pseudonym), enrolled at MIT at 17, but struggled
with his gender identity and dropped out. After working as a computer technician,
he resumed his education at Columbia University and earned a master’s degree in
electrical engineering. He married a woman and fathered two daughters.
Robert’s outstanding record at Columbia attracted the attention of IBM, who recruited him to work on a supercomputing
team. Despite his work on a groundbreaking invention, he was fired in 1968 when he began his gender transition.
After learning about the pioneering work of Dr. Harry Benjamin, Robert underwent gender correction surgery. He
completed his transition and took the name Lynn Conway. Conway’s ex-wife would not allow her to see their children.
Conway started over in “stealth mode” for fear of being outed and losing her career again.
She advanced quickly. At Xerox Palo Alto Research Center (PARC), she created new
methods of silicon chip design and co-wrote a seminal engineering textbook used
at universities worldwide. In 1978, on leave as a visiting associate professor at MIT,
she invented an e-commerce infrastructure that enabled rapid development
of thousands of new chip designs, launching an international revolution in
microelectronics and computing.
Conway worked briefly for the Department of Defense before joining the
University of Michigan as associate dean of engineering and a professor of
electrical engineering and computer science. During this period, she met
Charles Rodgers, the man she married.
In 1998, as Conway neared retirement, stories of her innovations at IBM
began to circulate. Facing her fear of exposure, she came out on the
internet. She created a transgender advocacy website to “illuminate
and normalize the issues of gender identity and the processes of
gender transition.” She has worked for employment protections
for transgender people in the tech industry and successfully
lobbied for transgender inclusion in the Institute of Electronic
and Electrical Engineers (IEEE) code of ethics.
Conway has received many prestigious awards, including
election to the National Academy of Engineering, the
profession’s highest honor. In 2004 she was cast in an alltransgender performance of “The Vagina Monologues” and
appeared in the documentary “Beautiful Daughters.”
Conway lives with her husband in rural Michigan. They have
been together for more than 30 years.
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George Cukor
b. July 7, 1899
d. January 24, 1983

MOVIE
DIRECTOR

“You can’t have any successes unless
you accept failure.”
George Cukor was the
Academy Award-winning
film director of classics
such as “My Fair Lady”
and “A Star is Born.”

© ALLAN WARREN

George Cukor was an Academy Award-winning film director best known for his
comedies and literary adaptations for the screen. His film classics include “The
Philadelphia Story,” “A Star is Born” and “My Fair Lady.” During his career, he
directed more Oscar-winning performances than anyone else.
Cukor was born to Hungarian Jewish immigrants on New York City’s Lower East
Side. As a child, he showed an interest in theater, appearing in plays and taking
dance lessons. He would often cut classes to watch matinees.
Though Cukor was expected to become a lawyer, he left school and enlisted in the Signal Corps during World War II.
After the war, he became a stage manager for a traveling acting troupe. He also worked in summer stock theater and
made his Broadway debut as an actor.
Cukor first captured critical attention as director of the stage production of “The Great Gatsby.” He directed six
Broadway shows before leaving for Hollywood in 1929.
Cukor signed with Paramount Pictures and began working as a speech coach and subsequently as a dialogue director.
He made his directorial debut with the 1931 film, “Tarnished Lady,” starring Tallulah Bankhead. Cukor helped launch
the careers of many stars, including Katherine Hepburn. Hepburn and Cukor became lifelong friends.
Rumors regarding Cukor’s personal life circulated in
Hollywood. Writer Gore Vidal alleged that Clark Gable
refused to work with Cukor because of his homosexuality.
Soon after, Cukor was fired from directing “Gone with
the Wind.”
Though Cukor never came out publicly, his sexuality
was well known among industry insiders. He hosted
extravagant parties attended by closeted celebrities,
and his home became a refuge for gay and lesbian actors.
During his time at MGM, Cukor was arrested on vice
charges, which were dismissed due to industry pressure.
Cukor earned a star on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame in
1960. He was nominated for three Golden Globes and five
Academy Awards, winning the Oscar in 1965 for “My Fair
Lady.” In 1976 he received the George Eastman Award for
distinguished contribution to film.
In 2000 PBS broadcast “On Cukor,” as part of its American
Masters series. In 2013 the Film Society of Lincoln Center
presented a retrospective titled, “The Discreet Charm of
George Cukor.”
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Wade Davis II
b. July 28, 1977

NFL PLAYER
“Don’t let the love for your sport
overshadow the need to love yourself.”

Wade Davis
is the first National
Football League
player to come out.
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Wade Alan Davis II is the first NFL player to come out. He is a pioneering LGBT
advocate who directs the You Can Play Project, an organization that educates the pro
sports industry about LGBT issues.
Davis grew up in Shreveport, Louisiana, and Aurora, Colorado, in a devout Southern
Baptist family. He played football in high school and for both Mesa State and Weber
State in college.
In 2001 Davis made his professional debut with the Berlin Thunder in Europe’s NFL, where he helped win World Bowl
IX. Later that year, he joined the Seattle Seahawks before returning to Europe to play for the Barcelona Dragons. In
2003 he signed with the Washington Redskins. A leg injury forced him to retire early.
Davis came out publicly in 2012. He has since toured the country, sharing what it was like to be closeted in professional
sports and to grow up in a strict religious family. He became a pioneering activist and paved the way for other LGBT
players to come out. Davis has spoken at colleges, universities and corporations around the world.
In 2013 when he was named executive director of You Can Play, Davis helped develop training focused on LGBT inclusion
and diversity in professional sports. He also worked with the Hetrick-Martin Institute in New York, where he taught life
and employment skills to LGBT youth.
In 2014 Davis became a professor at the Tisch Institute for Sports Management, Media and Business in the NYU School
of Professional Studies. He cofounded the YOU Belong
Initiative, an organization that provides comprehensive
training for LGBT youth and allies. His social media
campaign, #ThisIsLuv, celebrates LGBT experiences in
the black community.
Davis has written about his life and the need for LGBT
acceptance in sports for many publications, including The
Advocate and The Huffington Post. He contributed essays
to the books “For Colored Boys Who Have Considered
Suicide When the Rainbow Is Still Not Enough” and
“Coming Home.”
Davis serves on the board of the Gay Men’s Health Crisis
in New York City and is a member of the sports advisory
board for GLSEN. Among other recognition, Northeastern
University awarded him an honorary doctorate for public
service. The National Youth Pride Services named him one
of 50 Black LGBT Adults That Youth Should Know and The
Root named him to its list of 100 black influencers.
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Brian Epstein
b. September 19, 1934
d. August 27, 1967

THE BEATLES’
MANAGER
“I always thought
they were going to be pretty big.”

Brian Epstein
was a British
music producer best
known for discovering
and managing
The Beatles.

©GETTY IMAGES

Brian Epstein was a British music producer, best known for discovering and managing
The Beatles.
Born to a Jewish family in Liverpool, England, Epstein was expelled from two schools
for his poor grades. At 16 he announced his desire to become a dress designer, but his
parents insisted he work in the family furniture business.
In the early 1950s, Epstein enlisted in the Royal Army Services Corps. He was arrested
at a gay nightclub for wearing an army uniform and was ordered to undergo psychiatric
treatment. When he came out to the psychiatrist, the army discharged him for being
“emotionally and mentally unfit.” He subsequently enrolled at the Royal Academy of the Dramatic Arts and was arrested
outside of a public restroom where gay men met for sex. He left school and returned to Liverpool.
Epstein made his entrée into the music business managing his family’s music store. He helped grow it into one of the
largest music retailers in Northern England. During this time, he discovered the Beatles at a small Liverpool club.
Though he had no experience managing bands, Epstein secured the Beatles’ first recording contract. He is credited
with influencing the Beatles’ early style—black suits and mop haircuts—and hiring drummer Ringo Starr.
As the Beatles’ success grew, so did their relationship with Epstein, whom they trusted and relied upon implicitly.
John Lennon chose Epstein as the best man in his first
wedding and as the godfather to his eldest son.
Epstein’s sexuality was not public until after his death.
Paul McCartney said the band knew he was gay when
they signed with him, but didn’t care.
To guard his secret, Epstein took vacations to
Amsterdam and Barcelona, where homosexuality was
not illegal. Epstein and Lennon were rumored to have
had a sexual encounter in Spain, but Lennon denied it.
“Well, it was almost a love affair,” Lennon told Playboy,
“… we did have a pretty intense relationship.”
Epstein’s memoir, “A Cellarful of Noise,” which
describes his early days with the Beatles and growing
up Jewish, was published in 1964. Rumors circulated
about his drug addiction. He died in 1967 at age 33 from
an accidental overdose of sleeping pills combined with
alcohol. The Bee Gees paid tribute to him in their 1968
song “In the Summer of His Years.”
Epstein’s family home was converted into a Beatlesthemed hotel, Epstein House. He was inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2014.
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Edythe Eyde
b. November 7, 1921
d. December 22, 2015

GAY PUBLISHING
PIONEER

“I felt that it was a labor from the heart …”
Edythe Eyde was a gay
publishing pioneer who
launched the first lesbian
publication in the U.S.

© ONE NATIONAL GAY & LESBIAN ARCHIVES AT THE USC LIBRARIES

In 1947 Edythe Eyde launched the first lesbian publication in the United States,
laying the groundwork for gay and lesbian publishing.
Born in San Francisco, Eyde was the only child of a Norwegian immigrant and his
wife. She had her first crush on a girl when she was in high school.
In college, Eyde took a secretarial course that led to a job in 1945 at RKO Studios
in Los Angeles. A year later, she came out to friends she had met at lesbian bars.
While working at RKO, Eyde conceived the idea for Vice Versa, primarily as an arts publication for lesbians featuring
fiction, poetry and reviews. Eyde began producing it by making carbon copies at the office. When she discovered it was
illegal to distribute lesbian material through the U.S. mail, she delivered Vice Versa by hand, urging readers to share
it. As the publication’s popularity grew, she became well known on the West Coast for her activism.
“I never sold it, I just gave it to my friends,” Eyde said many years later. “I felt that it was a labor from the heart, and I
shouldn’t get any money for it.”
From 1947 to 1948, Eyde printed a total of nine issues.
As demand increased, she could not make enough
copies to keep up. When RKO was sold, she found
another job and lacked the resources to continue
production, ending the publication’s brief but
influential run.
Throughout her life, Eyde continued her activism
and creative work. She joined a West Coast chapter
of the early lesbian group Daughters of Bilitis and
contributed to its publication, The Ladder, using the
name Lisa Ben. She also wrote gay-inspired lyrics to
popular songs and performed them at gay and lesbian
clubs and events.
In 1960 the Daughters of Bilitis released a record of
Eyde singing “Frankie and Johnnie” and “Cruising
Down the Boulevard.” She performed some of her
songs in the short film “Dyketactics” (1974) and in
the documentaries “Before Stonewall” (1984) and
“History Lessons” (2000).
Eyde was honored as the founder of L.A.’s LGBT
community in 1997 and was inducted into the National
Lesbian and Gay Journalists Hall of Fame in 2010.
When she died at age 94, her death went unnoted.
Original copies of Vice Versa can be found at the ONE
National Gay & Lesbian Archives in Los Angeles.
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Eric Fanning
b. July 2, 1968

SECRETARY
OF THE ARMY

“I feel a responsibility … not just because of the historical
nature of the appointment … because I’m gay.”
Nominated by President Barack Obama, Eric Fanning served as the 22nd Secretary of
the Army, the largest branch of the U.S. military. The confirmation made him the first
openly gay man to lead a U.S. military department and the highest-ranking openly gay
official ever at the Pentagon.
Born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, Fanning attended the prestigious Cranbrook School.
In 1990 he earned a B.A. in history from Dartmouth College. At Dartmouth he got
involved in a New Hampshire primary election—an experience that cemented his
interest in government and politics.
After college Fanning held various political jobs in Washington, D.C. He served as a research assistant with the House
Armed Services Committee, as a special assistant in the Immediate Office of the Secretary of Defense and as associate
director of political affairs for the White House. In 1997 he took a job with CBS National News in New York, working
on national and foreign assignments. He went on to hold executive positions at the Business Executives for National
Security, a Washington think tank, and at a strategic communications firm in New York, before becoming director of the
Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferation and Terrorism.
Although he never served in the military, Fanning
held high-ranking posts, including under secretary
and chief management officer of the Air Force and
under secretary of the Navy/deputy chief management
officer. He served as chief of staff to Secretary of
Defense Ashton B. Carter.
After the U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee
confirmed him as Secretary of the Army in March
2016, Fanning publicly thanked his boyfriend Ben
Masri-Cohen.
Throughout his career, Fanning has been a vocal
supporter of LGBT service members. While serving
on the board of directors of the Gay & Lesbian Victory
Fund, he supported the right of openly transgender
people to serve in the military.
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Eric Fanning
is the first openly
gay man to serve
as Secretary of
the Army.
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Alicia Garza
b. January 4, 1981

Alicia Garza
is an activist who
cofounded the racial
justice movement
Black Lives Matter.

BLACK LIVES MATTER
COFOUNDER
“We understand organizing
not to happen online but to be built
through face-to-face connections.”
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Alicia Garza is an African-American activist and writer who cofounded the racial
justice movement Black Lives Matter.
Garza (née Schwartz) grew up with her African-American mother and Jewish
stepfather in Marin County, California. Her activism began early. In middle school
she worked to make birth control information available to San Francisco Bay Area students.
Garza attended the University of California San Diego. At 22, she met Malachi Garza, a biracial transgender male
activist and organizer. A year later she came out to her family. She married Garza in 2008.
In 2013 Garza cofounded #BlackLivesMatter following the the not-guilty verdict in the fatal shooting of Trayvon Martin,
an unarmed black youth. The hashtag derives from a post she published on Facebook.
In 2014 Garza led the Freedom Ride to Ferguson, Missouri, after the shooting death of Michael Brown—another
unarmed black youth—by a police officer. She also attempted to stop a Bay Area Rapid Transit train to memorialize
Brown’s death. She and other protestors chained themselves to the train before police arrested them. The Fergusonshooting protests coincided with the development of Black Lives Matter chapters across the country.
Garza works in Oakland, California, as a community organizer around issues of health, student rights, domestic worker
rights, police brutality and anti-racism. She identifies as a queer woman and has been an outspoken advocate against
violence aimed at transgender and gender-nonconforming people of color. Her writing has been featured in Rolling
Stone, The Nation, The Guardian, The Huffington Post
and other publications.
Garza served as director of People Organized to Win
Employment Rights in San Francisco and won the right
of youth to use the city’s public transportation for free.
She also fought gentrification and helped expose police
brutality in the Bay Area. She serves on the board of
directors of Forward Together, a grassroots organization
that trains people for leadership, and she is involved
with Black Organizing for Leadership and Dignity. She
also directs special projects for the National Domestic
Workers Alliance.
Along with other honors, Garza received the Bayard
Rustin Community Activist Award and twice received
the Harvey Milk Democratic Club Award. She was named
to The Root 100 list of African-American Achievers
between the ages of 25 and 45 and to Politico’s 2015 guide
to thinkers, doers and visionaries. In 2015 the Advocate
selected her among its nominees for Person of the Year.
Garza lives in California with her spouse.
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Mary Douglas
Glasspool

EPISCOPAL
BISHOP

b. February 23, 1954

“My top priority is serving God’s people in God’s church.”

© EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF NEW YORK

The Rt. Rev. Mary Douglas Glasspool is the first out lesbian bishop in the Anglican
Communion—an association of Anglican and Episcopal churches around the
world.
Glasspool follows in the footsteps of Gene Robinson, the first openly gay
Mary Douglas Glasspool is
Anglican bishop, who was consecrated in 2003.
the first openly lesbian
Born on Staten Island, New York, Glasspool is the daughter of a conservative
Episcopal bishop.
Episcopal priest. She attended Dickinson College and graduated magna cum laude.
She received the college’s Hofstader Prize as the outstanding woman in her class.
Glasspool entered the Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
in 1976. At the time, the ordination of women was controversial and the church was generally unreceptive to LGBT
participation.
Glasspool’s father was opposed to women’s ordination. Nevertheless, he supported his daughter’s calling. “In his
own gracious way, he sort of separated out public
and private,” Glasspool told Newsweek. While still
a seminarian, she attended the church’s General
Convention, where she made a presentation regarding
the ordination of homosexuals.
Glasspool was ordained an Episcopal deacon in 1981.
She became a priest and, later, assistant to the rector
at St. Paul’s Church in Philadelphia, before accepting
the rectorship at a church in Boston. While in Boston,
she met her life partner, Becki Sander.
In 2001 Glasspool was chosen as canon to the bishops
of the Diocese of Maryland. She was elected bishop
suffragan of the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles
in 2009. That same year, the Episcopal General
Convention resolved, “God’s call is open to all.”
Glasspool is the 17th woman to become an Episcopal
bishop and the first out lesbian to become a bishop
in the Anglican Communion. Her controversial
election gained worldwide attention, helping shape
the international debate about LGBT clergy in
Anglicanism. Since 2015 Glasspool has served as a
bishop in the Episcopal Diocese of New York.
Glasspool and Sander, a Ph.D. social worker, have
been together since 1988.
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K arl Gorath
b. December 12, 1912
d. March 18, 2003

AUSCHWITZ
SURVIVOR
“I wore a pink triangle.”

Karl Gorath was imprisoned at Auschwitz for being gay. He was arrested in his home in
1938,
after a jealous lover reported him to the Nazis.
Karl Gorath was
Paragraph 175 of the German code criminalized homosexuality. Though the law was
imprisoned by the
on the books long before World War II, the Nazis used it as grounds to make wholesale
Nazis at Auschwitz
arrests of homosexuals. Hilter launched a crackdown on gay individuals, organizations
for being gay.
and activities after he came to power in 1933.
Gorath was born in a small town in northern Germany. When he was arrested by the
Nazis at age 26, he was first imprisoned at Neuengamme, a concentration camp near
Hamburg, Germany. He was forced to wear a pink triangle, the symbol used by the Nazi’s to identify gay prisoners. In
the camps, homosexuals were worked to death, subjected to torture and forced to endure horrific medical experiments.
Because he had some training as a nurse, Gorath was transferred to a sub-camp, where the Nazis put him to work in a
prison hospital. When he was ordered to decrease the already meager bread rations given to Polish patients, he refused.
As punishment, the Nazis sent him Auschwitz—the largest and most notorious death camp, located in southern Poland.
At Auschwitz he met a Polish man who became his lover.
According to estimates, the Nazi’s murdered 1.1 million
people at Auschwitz, including homosexuals. Gorath
was one of the lucky ones. He was liberated in 1945.
After the war, Gorath continued to face discrimination.
Because he was a “convicted homosexual,” most
employers refused to hire him.
The German Legislature, the Bundestag, repealed
Paragraph 175 in 1990. In 2002 the Bundestag vacated
convictions of homosexuality by the Nazis, and in 2017
Germany pardoned and compensated gays who were
convicted under the old law.
Gorath is one of six gay men profiled in the documentary,
“Paragraph 175” (2000), which chronicles homosexual
persecution during the Holocaust.
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Lorraine
Hansberry

PLAYWRIGHT
AND ACTIVIST

b. May 19, 1930
d. January 12, 1965

“There is always something left to love.”
Lorraine Hansberry
was an acclaimed American
playwright best known for
“A Raisin in the Sun.”

© GETTY IMAGES

Lorraine Hansberry is an acclaimed American playwright and author, best known
for “A Raisin in the Sun.” She was the first black woman to write a play performed
on Broadway.
Hansberry was born on the South Side of Chicago. Her family’s home served as a
hub of black intellectualism. Her parents entertained some of the most respected
thinkers of the day, including W.E.B. DuBois and Paul Robeson.
Hansberry attended the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she became politically active and helped to integrate her
dormitory. She dropped out after two years and moved to New York City to pursue a writing career. She enrolled in The
New School and joined the staff of Paul Robeson’s progressive black newspaper, Freedom.
In 1953 Hansberry married Robert Nemiroff, a Jewish publisher, songwriter and political activist. At the time, Hansberry
was a closeted lesbian.
In 1957 Hansberry joined the Daughters of Bilitis, an early lesbian rights organization, and became an activist. She wrote
“A Raisin in the Sun” the same year.
“A Raisin in the Sun” premiered on Broadway and
ran for 530 performances. It has been translated
into 35 languages and was adapted for the screen.
The acclaimed play made Hansberry the first black
dramatist, the fifth women and youngest person ever
to win a New York Drama Critic’s Circle Award.
Hansberry divorced in 1962 and died of pancreatic
cancer in 1965. She was 34. At the funeral, the novelist
James Baldwin and civil rights activist Martin Luther
King Jr. eulogized her.
After her death, Hansberry’s ex-husband adapted her
writings into “To Be Young, Gifted and Black,” which
became the longest-running Off-Broadway play of the
1968-69 season. In 1969 Nina Simone recorded a song
of the same name as a tribute to her departed friend.
“Raisin,” a musical adaptation of “A Raisin in the Sun,”
opened on Broadway in 1973 and won a Tony Award
for Best Musical. A revival of the original play won a
Tony in 2004.
Hansberry was named to the Chicago Gay and Lesbian
Hall of Fame and to the biographical dictionary
“100 Greatest African Americans.” In 2013 she was
inducted into the American Theater Hall of Fame
and the Legacy Walk, an outdoor display in Chicago
www.lgbtHistoryMonth.com
celebrating LGBT heroes.
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Taiga Ishikawa
b. 1974

JAPANESE
POLITICIAN

“Coming out as a gay is not easy in Japan yet.”
Taiga Ishikawa is the first openly gay public official elected in Japan.
A native of Sugamo, Ishikawa graduated from Meiji Gakuin University School of
Taiga Ishikawa
Law. He came out at age 28 in his autobiography, “Where Is My Boyfriend?” (2002).
Since then, he has actively supported LGBT rights, including same-sex marriage
is the first openly gay
and workplace protections. He has appeared on various television programs and
public official
participated in the Tokyo Pride Parade. In 2004 Ishikawa founded a nonprofit
elected in Japan.
organization, Peer Friends, that hosts events for gay men in Japanese cities.
In 2011, after serving as the secretary to Social Democratic Party (SDP) Leader
Mizuho Fukushima, Ishikawa was elected to a seat on Tokyo’s Toshima Ward
Assembly. After his historic win, Ishikawa said, “I hope this news will give hope to lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender people who still feel isolated from the society.”
Two years later, Ishikawa ran for chairman of the SDP. He was the first openly
gay candidate to run for parliamentary party leadership in Japanese history.
Although he lost the bid, he was applauded again for breaking barriers. He
became one of the most famous gay men in Japan. The Japan Times hailed him
as a potentially “valuable asset” to the party who could help “channel the voices
of marginalized people.”
In office Ishikawa successfully lobbied for the right of Japanese citizens to marry
foreign nationals of the same sex in countries where same-sex marriage is legal.
He also campaigned for creation of a domestic partnership registry that
managed housing and hospital visitation rights on the municipal level.
In 2016 he opposed an anti-LGBT legislator, saying that same-sex
marriage and other rights are important in ending discrimination in
Japanese society.
Although homosexuality is not criminalized in Japan, people in the
LGBT community face open discrimination. “In Japan, gay people
instantly know they shouldn’t tell anyone about their sexuality,”
Ishikawa said. “Coming out as a gay is not easy in Japan yet.”
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Caitlyn Jenner
b. October 28, 1949

Caitlyn Jenner
is an Olympic
gold medalist and
internationally known
transgender activist.

OLYMPIAN AND
ACTIVIST
“I’m so happy after such a long
struggle to be living my true self.”
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Caitlyn Jenner, formerly Bruce Jenner, is an Olympic gold medalist and internationally
known transgender activist. Forty years after his Olympic victory, Jenner became the
first transgender person to appear on the cover of Sports Illustrated.
Jenner grew up in Connecticut. He struggled with dyslexia, but showed an aptitude
for sports and earned a football scholarship to Graceland University in Iowa. Finding
himself sidelined after a knee injury, he turned to track and field.
Jenner trained tirelessly in the sport and competed in Olympic trials. He competed in 13 decathlons between 1973 and
1976, winning all but one. At the 1976 Olympic Games in Montreal, he set a world record. The Associated Press named
him Male Athlete of the Year, and he earned the unofficial title “world’s greatest athlete,” bestowed upon Olympic
decathletes. Among many honors, he was inducted into the National Track and Field Hall of Fame and the Olympic
Hall of Fame.
Jenner’s Olympic win and good looks made him an ideal spokesman for consumer brands such as Wheaties cereal. He
also appeared on TV and in films.
Jenner married his third wife, Kris Kardashian,
in 1991. In 2007, with Kris and their family, he
became a reality TV star. In 2015 Jenner came out
as a transgender woman and had several cosmetic
procedures before undergoing gender correction
surgery in 2017.
As Caitlyn, Jenner became an unlikely activist. She
uses social media and her fame to bring attention to
issues facing transgender people. She partnered with
MAC Cosmetics on a line of lipstick, with 100 percent
of the proceeds going to the MAC AIDS Fund’s
Transgender Initiative.
In 2015 a portrait of Caitlyn, photographed by the
renowned Annie Leibovitz, appeared on the cover of
Vanity Fair. The same year, Caitlyn was named among
Glamour magazine’s 25 Glamour Women of the Year,
Entertainment Weekly’s Entertainers of the Year and
TIME magazine’s Persons of the Year. She received
the Arthur Ashe Courage Award and Barbara Walters
named her one of the year’s Most Fascinating People.
Jenner was featured in an eight-part documentary
series, “I Am Cait,” focusing on her transition.
In 2017 Caitlyn published her memoir, “The Secrets
of My Life.” As a man, Jenner fathered seven children.
She has four stepchildren.
www.lgbtHistoryMonth.com
Copyright © 2017 – A Project of Equality Forum

Marsha P. Johnson
b. August 24, 1945
d. July 6, 1992

Marsha P. Johnson
was a well-known
New York City drag queen
who fought police at the
Stonewall Riots.

STONEWALL
VETERAN

“I may be crazy but that don’t make me wrong.”

Born Malcolm Michaels, Marsha P. Johnson was a well-known New York City drag
queen who fought police at the Stonewall Riots in 1969 and became a trailblazing
transgender, gay rights and AIDS activist.
Immediately after Stonewall, Johnson joined the nascent Gay Liberation Front.
In 1970 she cofounded Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries (S.T.A.R.) with
fellow Stonewall agitator, Sylvia Rivera. At the time, transvestitism was illegal in
New York. Gender-nonconforming people, particularly those of color, faced intolerance, harassment and violence. Like
Johnson, many lived on the streets and resorted to sex work for their survival.
S.T.A.R. created a shelter where transgender adults and youth could share food, clothing and support in relative safety.
At the residence, Johnson’s maternal behavior earned her the nickname “queen mother.”
Johnson performed at local clubs and became a visible presence at gay rights events and protests. Andy Warhol
photographed her and produced screen prints of her portrait. Although she favored the pronoun “she,” Johnson
described herself as a “gay transvestite.” When asked about her middle initial, she would reply that “P” stood for “pay
it no mind”— words that helped her persevere.
Johnson struggled with drug addition. She contracted AIDS and joined ACT UP, an organization founded in the 1980s to
combat the epidemic. She was instrumental in raising awareness about issues impacting people with the virus.
In 1992, shortly after New York’s Gay Pride Parade, Johnson’s
body was found floating in the Hudson River. Although police
initially ruled the death a suicide, she was last seen being
harassed by a group of men. Despite a grassroots campaign
to investigate her death, the N.Y.P.D. did not reopen the case
until 2012. It remains unsolved.
Johnson has been the subject of multiple plays and films. Ten
days before she died, she was interviewed for what became
the 2012 documentary, “Pay it No Mind: The Life and Times of
Marsha P. Johnson.” Johnson was also featured in the Oscarnominated 2012 documentary “How to Survive a Plague,”
about the early years of the AIDS crisis. A new documentary,
“The Death and Life of Marsha P. Johnson,” premiered at the
Tribeca Film Festival in April 2017.
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Alain Locke
b. b. Sept. 13, 1885
d. June 9, 1954

Alain Locke
was the first
African-American
Rhodes Scholar and
the father of the
Harlem Renaissance.

FATHER OF
THE HARLEM
RENAISSANCE

“Art must discover and reveal the beauty
which prejudice and caricature have overlaid.”

©VAN VECHTEN TRUST

Alain Locke was the first African-American Rhodes Scholar, a writer, an educator and a
philosopher of race and culture. He is considered the father of the Harlem Renaissance.
Locke graduated second in his class from Philadelphia’s Central High School and
earned an undergraduate degree with honors from Harvard University. He received a
Rhodes Scholarship—the prestigious international award for study at the University of
Oxford in England.
At Oxford Locke faced rampant racial discrimination. He was denied admission to several colleges at the university
before Hertford College admitted him. Thereafter, he studied at the University of Berlin.
Locke worked as an assistant professor at Howard University, then an all-black college, before leaving to pursue a Ph.D.
in philosophy at Harvard. He completed his doctoral dissertation on the theory of social bias and returned to Howard
in 1918 as chair of the Philosophy Department. He held the position until he retired in 1953. Locke introduced the first
classes taught on race relations.
Locke wrote for journals and guest edited a special issue of Survey Graphic devoted to the Harlem Renaissance—
an African-American literary and artistic movement that
flourished in New York City during the ’20s and ’30s. He published
“The New Negro” in 1925, an anthology of work by black writers,
including his own. It remains one of the most influential projects
of his career, helping to define the cultural period.
Locke wrote, reviewed or edited scores of important books and
publications by or about African-Americans. He influenced and
promoted blacks in the arts and urged them to look to Africa
for inspiration and identity. He used “cultural pluralism” to
define his philosophy, calling for a “new spirit” among AfricanAmericans that would defy social and racial impediments. His
work helped launched the careers of legendary black writers,
including Zora Neale Hurston.
Although he never publically disclosed his sexual orientation,
Locke once referred to being gay as his point of “vulnerable/
invulnerability;” it brought him both risk and strength.
Locke’s ashes are buried in the historic Congressional
Cemetery in Washington, D.C. The memorial inscription calls
him a “Herald of the Harlem Renaissance” and an “Exponent
of Cultural Pluralism.” It also features a lambda, a symbol of
gay rights.
Howard University named Locke Hall in the College of Arts and
Sciences in his honor and public schools across the country
bear his name. In 2002 Locke was included in the 100 Greatest
African Americans and The Black 100.
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Barry Manilow
b. June 17, 1943

SINGER AND
SONGWRITER

“I’m so private. I always have been.”
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Barry Manilow is an award-winning American singer and songwriter. He has recorded
47
Top 40 singles and sold more than 80 million albums worldwide, making him one of
Barry Manilow
the best-selling recording artists of all time.
is one of the
Born Barry Alan Pincus in Brooklyn, New York, he adopted his mother’s maiden name,
best-selling
Manilow, at the time of his bar mitzvah. He attended the New York College of Music and
recording artists
studied musical theater at Julliard.
of all time.
Early in his career, Manilow earned a living as a pianist, producer and arranger for
CBS. He also wrote advertising jingles for clients such as State Farm (“Like a good
neighbor, State Farm is there”) and Band-Aid (“I’m stuck on Band-Aid, ’cause BandAid’s stuck on me”) and sang jingles for Kentucky Fried Chicken, Pepsi and McDonald’s, including for the hamburger
chain’s famous “You deserve a break” campaign.
By 1971 Manilow was playing piano for a then-unknown singer, Bette Midler, in the Continental Baths—a gay bathhouse
in New York. He wrote and recorded his own music and arranged and co-produced Midler’s chart-topping 1972 debut
album, “The Divine Miss M.”
Manilow’s first big hit came in 1974 with “Mandy,” which reached No. 1 on the Billboard charts. He followed it with a
string of hits, albums and television appearances. His international hit “Ready to Take a Chance Again” was nominated
for the Oscar for Best Song in 1978. The same year, he met
Garry Kief, the man he would marry in 2014 after California
legalized same-sex marriage. The longtime couple kept
their relationship secret for most of Manilow’s career.
In the early 1980s, Manilow hosted his own variety show on
ABC for which he won an Emmy Award. He went on to win
another Emmy, four Academy Awards, two American Music
Awards and a special Tony Award. He has been nominated
for 15 Grammys.
Manilow has toured worldwide. He has performed at many
charity events for health organizations and to benefit
victims of natural disasters. He created the Barry Manilow
Scholarship for the six highest-achieving lyric-writing
students at UCLA.
Manilow officially came out two years after making
headlines for marrying his longtime partner. He told
People magazine that he kept his sexuality secret for fear
of disappointing his female fans. Manilow’s first marriage,
to a woman, was annulled in 1966.
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Johnny Mathis

SINGER

b. September 30, 1935

“Sometimes being famous gets in the way
of doing what you want to do.”
Johnny Mathis is a Grammy Award-winning American singer who sold more than 100
million albums worldwide. One of the most popular solo artists of the 20th century, he
released more than 200 singles. “The Tonight Show” host Johnny Carson called him
“the best ballad singer in the world.”
Mathis’s family moved to San Francisco when he was a boy. His father, a vaudeville
performer, spotted his young son’s talent and encouraged his singing. Also a star athlete,
Mathis excelled in high jump and basketball. In 1954 he enrolled at San Francisco
State University on an athletic scholarship.
As a teenager, Mathis caught the attention of a club owner who offered to become his manager. After she invited a talent
agent from Columbia Records to see him perform, the company signed him.
Despite a recording deal, Mathis was torn between music and sports. The U.S. Olympic Team invited him to try out at
the same time he secured the contract with Columbia.
On his father’s advice, Mathis recorded his first album, “Johnny Mathis: A New Sound in Popular Song” in 1956. He
recorded two of his most famous songs, “Wonderful! Wonderful!” and “It’s Not For Me to Say,” that same year. By the
end of the 1960s, he had released a greatest hits album, which spent an unprecedented 461 consecutive weeks on the
Billboard charts.
Mathis struggled with drugs and alcohol. He was
candid about his addiction and rehabilitation. He
was reluctant, however, to discuss his sexuality. In
1982 he told US magazine, “Homosexuality is a way
of life that I’ve grown accustomed to.” He received
death threats over of the comment.
Mathis’s music has been featured in movie
soundtracks and in more than a hundred television
series. His 1978 song “The Last Time I Felt Like
This” was nominated for an Academy Award. He has
appeared in films and more than 300 times on TV,
including in his own specials.
In 2003 the Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences
honored Mathis with its Lifetime Achievement Award.
He was inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame and
into the Great American Songbook Hall of Fame.
In 2016 Mathis performed a sold-out show as part of
his 60th Anniversary Concert Tour. A year later, he
came out on “CBS Sunday Morning.” “I come from
San Francisco,” he said. “It’s not unusual to be gay in
San Francisco … I knew that I was gay.”
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Johnny Mathis
is one of the most
popular singers of the
20th century.

Yukio Mishima
b. January 14, 1925
d. November 25, 1970

JAPANESE
AUTHOR

“When silence is prolonged over a certain
period of time, it takes on a new meaning.”
Yukio Mishima is the pen name of Kimitake Hiraoka, one of the most prolific and
influential Japanese authors of the 20th century. He was the first living Japanese
writer to gain broad recognition in the West.
Born in Tokyo, Mishima was not allowed to play sports or interact with other children
his age. He attended an elite Japanese school, studied several languages and was
exposed to European culture. His early experiences played an important role in
shaping his writing.
Mishima’s first opportunity at professional writing came as a teenager, when he was
invited to write a short story for a prestigious literary magazine. He based the story on the bullying he suffered at
school. To avoid scandal, he adopted the pseudonym Yukio Mishima, which he continued to use for the rest of his life.
In 1947 Mishima graduated from the University of Tokyo and began work in the government finance ministry. He quit
to focus on his writing.
Mishima wrote 50 plays, 34 novels, 25 books of short stories and 35 books of essays. One of his most famous works,
“Confession of a Mask,” tells the semi-autobiographical
story of a young gay man who must hide behind a mask in
order to be accepted by society. He wrote the book when
he was 24 and found fame shortly thereafter.
In addition to writing, Mishima worked as a model and
a movie actor. In 1958 he married a woman and fathered
two children, before exploring the underground gay
culture in Japan. Although his widow denied his
homosexuality, a gay writer published an account of his
relationship with Mishima.
Mishima practiced martial arts and strove to live by the
ancient samurai code. In the late 1960s, he became a
radical nationalist and formed a private militia called the
Tatenokai. In 1970 he and several of its members captured
the commandant of the Japanese army in an attempted
coup. When the coup failed, Mishima committed the
ritual samurai honor suicide, seppuku (also known as
hara-kiri), a self-evisceration followed by decapitation.
He was buried in Tokyo.
Mishima received many awards and was nominated three
times for the Nobel Prize in Literature. A biographical
film, “Mishima: A Life in Four Chapters,” was released
in 1985, and in 1988 the Mishima Yukio Prize, a literary
award, was created in his memory. In 1999 the Mishima
Yukio Literary Museum opened in Japan.
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Yukio Mishima
is one of the most
prolific and influential
Japanese authors of
the 20th century.
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Craig Rodwell

GAY PIONEER

b. October 31, 1940
d. June 18, 1993

“There was no one thing that happened or one person.
There was just … mass anger.”
Craig Rodwell was a Gay Pioneer and the leading New York activist of the 1960s.
He founded the Oscar Wilde Memorial Bookshop, the nation’s first gay bookstore,
and the New York Pride Parade.
Born in Chicago, Rodwell attended an all-male Christian Science boarding school,
where he experimented with same-sex relationships. After graduating from a
public high school, he accepted a scholarship in 1958 to the American Ballet
School in New York City. In New York he volunteered for The Mattachine Society,
one of the nation’s first gay organizations.
In 1962 Rodwell developed a relationship with Harvey Milk. It was his first serious romance.
In 1964 Rodwell protested against the exclusion of gays from the military. It was the first gay rights demonstration in New
York City. The same year, he and fellow Gay Pioneer Frank Kameny conceived the first organized public demonstrations for
gay and lesbian equality. Known as Annual Reminders, the protests took place in Philadelphia each Fourth of July from
1965 to 1969 in front of Independence Hall. Demonstrators participated from Philadelphia, New York and Washington.
During those seminal years, Rodwell was involved in numerous gay rights organizations. He was an early member of
East Coast Homophile Organizations (ECHO) and started the Homophile Youth Movement in Neighborhoods, which held
rallies and published the periodical HYMNAL.
In 1965 Rodwell led a protest at the United Nations Plaza against the detention of gay Cubans in work camps. The
following year, he participated in a “sip in” at Julius, a gay bar in Greenwich Village, to protest a State Liquor Authority
rule prohibiting homosexuals from congregating in
places that served alcohol. Continuing protests ended
the rule in New York State.
Rodwell opened the Oscar Wilde Memorial Bookshop
in 1967. Located in the heart of Greenwich Village, it
became a mecca for gay activists.
In 1969 Rodwell took part in the Stonewall Rebellion
and was the first to shout “Gay Power!” At an ECHO
meeting thereafter, he proposed a resolution to
suspend the Annual Reminders in favor of an event
commemorating the anniversary of Stonewall. Rodwell,
Frank Kameny, Barbara Gittings and other pioneering
activists organized a march. Held on June 28, 1970, it
is remembered as the first New York Gay Pride Parade.
Rodwell remained a consequential figure in the gay
liberation movement of the ’70s and ’80s. He was honored
with the Lambda Literary Award for Publisher’s Service
in 1992. He sold his bookstore the following year. It
remained open until 2009.
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Craig Rodwell was
a Gay Pioneer
and the father of the
New York Pride Parade.
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Jeffrey Seller
b. January 1, 1965

BROADWAY
PRODUCER
OF HAMILTON
“I fail all the time and I have to be
willing to fail in order to succeed.”
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Jeffrey Seller is Tony Award-winning theater producer best known for the smash
hits “Rent,” “Avenue Q,” “In the Heights” and “Hamilton.”
Jeffrey Seller
Seller grew up in suburban Detroit, the adopted middle child of a Jewish family. He
was enamored of musical theater from an early age. After hearing Patti LuPone sing
is a Tony Award-winning
“Evita” on the “Tony Awards,” he dashed to the library in search of the soundtrack.
theater producer best
In fourth grade he wrote his first play, “Adventureland,” which later became the
known for hits such as
name of his production company.
“Rent” and “Hamilton.”
In 1986 Seller graduated from the University of Michigan and moved to New York
City. He got his start as a booking agent and became a publicist and producer. Along
with his business partner, Seller produced “Rent” in 1996, “Avenue Q” in 2003 and
“In the Heights” in 2008. All three shows received the Tony for Best Musical.
While working on “Rent,” Seller created the idea for the first-ever rush and lottery ticket policies. With prices and
demand for popular Broadway tickets soaring, he was determined to make shows accessible to all people, regardless of
their income. He offered a number of front-row seats at a low price on a first-come, first-served basis. People camped
out overnight to get the coveted spots. The success led him to offer discounted seats through a lottery system.
Seller has worked on numerous shows, including “De La Guarda” in 1998, the “Wild Party” and “High Fidelity” in 2000,
the revival of “West Side Story” in 2009, and the “Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo” in 2011, starring Robin Williams.
He produced the film adaptation of “Rent” in 2005.
In 2014 Seller produced “The Last Ship”—the
musical written by rock icon Sting, based on
the album of the same name. In 2015, with
collaborator Lin-Manuel Miranda, Seller produced
“Hamilton.” A Broadway phenomenon, “Hamilton”
received 11 Tony Awards and a record-breaking 16
nominations—the most ever for a musical.
Seller lives in New York City with his spouse, John
Lehrer. They are the parents of a daughter and son.
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Kyrsten
Sinema

CONGRESSWOMAN

b. July 12, 1976

“How often can you say a kid who was
homeless is going to Congress?”
Kyrsten Sinema is the first openly bisexual person elected to the U.S. Congress.
Sinema was born to a Morman family in Tucson, Arizona. Her parents divorced and
her mother remarried. When her stepfather lost his job, the family moved into an
abandoned gas station without running water or electricity.
Despite many hardships, Sinema graduated at 16 as valedictorian of her high school.
By 18 she had earned a bachelor’s degree from Brigham Young University on a full
scholarship. She subsequently earned a master’s degree, a law degree and a doctorate—
all from Arizona State University.
From 1995 to 2002, Sinema was employed as a school social worker, helping struggling families. In 2000 she lobbied
at the state capitol against budget cuts in her school district. The visit inspired her interest in politics. Running as an
Independent, her first bid for the State Legislature was unsuccessful.
Sinema subsequently registered as a Democrat. In 2005 she was elected to the Arizona State House of Representatives,
where she served for a year as the assistant minority leader for the Democratic Caucus. She was elected to the Arizona
State Senate in 2010 and to the U.S. House of Representatives in 2012.
In office, Sinema worked for the adoption of the Dream Act, a proposal that gives illegal immigrants conditional
residency, and actively campaigned against two voter referenda that sought to ban same-sex marriage and civil unions
in Arizona. In 2013 she co-sponsored the bipartisan LIBERT-E Act, which sought to prevent the NSA’s mass collection
of electronic information from innocent Americans.
Sinema was named Legislator of the Year by the Stonewall
Democrats, the Arizona Public Health Association and the
National Association of Social Workers. She received Planned
Parenthood’s CHOICE Award, and in 2010 was named to TIME
magazine’s list of 40 Under 40.
In addition to politics, Sinema has served as an adjunct
instructor at the Arizona State University School of Social Work.
In 2013 she completed an Ironman Triathlon and summited
Mount Kilimanjaro.
Kyrsten Sinema
is the first openly
bisexual person
elected to the
U.S. Congress.
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Peter Staley

AIDS ACTIVIST

b. January 9, 1961

“I was a bond trader by day
and an AIDS activist by night.”
Peter Staley is a pioneering
AIDS activist who founded
the Treatment Action Group
and AIDSmeds.com.

© GETTY IMAGES

Peter Staley is a pioneering American AIDS activist who founded the Treatment
Action Group (TAG) and AIDSmeds.com. He is featured in the Oscar-nominated
documentary “How to Survive a Plague.”
Staley was born in Sacramento, California. He attended Oberlin College, where
he studied classical piano. He later studied economics and government, which
led to a job as an investment banker at J.P. Morgan.
Though Staley was out to his family, he was closeted at his job on Wall Street. After he was diagnosed with AIDS-related
complex (ARC) in 1985, he joined the advocacy group ACT-UP to help fund-raise. In 1988 he took part in an ACT-UP
protest on Wall Street and talked about his diagnosis on the local news.
After giving up his career in banking, Staley became a prominent AIDS activist. He was one of three men who barricaded
themselves at a drug research company to protest the exorbitant price of AZT, one of the first marketed AIDS drugs. He
worked with pharmaceutical companies to lower the cost of AIDS drugs and raised large contributions for AIDS clinical
trials and charities. Staley spoke at many of the earliest AIDS conferences around the globe.
In 1991 Staley founded TAG to help find AIDS treatments. He is famous for draping a giant condom over the home of
North Carolina Senator Jess Helms, after the senator criticized the use of federal money for AIDS research.
From 1991 to 2004, Staley served on the board of amfAR, the
foundation for AIDS research. During that period, President
Bill Clinton named him to the AIDS Task Force on AIDS
Drug Development. The Task Force honored him with the
Award of Courage in 2000.
In 1999 Staley created AIDSmeds.com, a portal offering
information and resources on HIV/AIDS drugs and gay
health. In 2006 the website merged with POZ, a publication
for people living with the virus. Staley became an advisory
editor and blogger for the site.
Staley created an educational campaign about crystal meth
addiction in the gay community. A former addict, he talked
publicly about his recovery and launched an ad campaign,
funded with his own money, to highlight the dangers of the
drug and its relationship to HIV transmission.
The 2012 documentary “How to Survive a Plague” chronicles
Staley’s activism. The film earned critical acclaim,
including best documentary from the Gotham Independent
Film Awards and the Boston Society of Film Critics and
nominations from the Sundance Film Festival and the
Academy Awards. GLAAD Media named it the outstanding
documentary of the year.
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Vaughn Walker

FEDERAL JUDGE

b. 1944

“Proposition 8 fails to advance any rational basis in singling
out gay men and lesbians for denial of a marriage license.”
As a federal judge in the U.S. District Court of Northern California, Vaughn Walker
ruled as unconstitutional California’s Prop 8 prohibition of same sex-marriage.
Vaughn Walker
Born in Watseka, Illinois, Walker attended the University of Michigan and was a
Woodrow Wilson Fellow in economics at the University of California at Berkeley.
is a federal judge
He attended Stanford Law School and practiced law in San Francisco.
who ruled that
In 1987 President Ronald Reagan nominated Walker for a judgeship. The
same-sex marriage is a
nomination was stalled due to Walker’s previous representation of the U.S. Olympic
constitutional right.
Committee in a lawsuit that disallowed the use of the title “Gay Olympics.” House
Democrats, including Rep. Nancy Pelosi, accused him of being insensitive to the
LGBT community.
In 1989 when President George H. W. Bush renominated Walker for a seat on the federal district court, Walker was
confirmed unanimously. He presided over numerous important cases, including
drug legalization, NSA surveillance without a warrant, antitrust, mergers and
copyright infringement.
In 2010 Walker presided over Hollingsworth v. Perry, the landmark
case that challenged California’s Proposition 8, a ballot initiative
eliminating the right of same-sex couples to marry. Walker ruled Prop
8 unconstitutional. His decision influenced subsequent state and
federal marriage equality cases, including Obergefell v. Hodges, the
Supreme Court case that legalized same-sex marriage nationwide.
After retiring from the bench in 2011, Walker came out and
acknowledged his decade-long same-sex relationship. He maintained
a private practice in San Francisco and lectured at Stanford University
Law School and the University of California Berkeley School of Law.
The Bar Association of San Francisco honored him with its the Tara J.
Riedley Barristers Choice Award.

www.lgbtHistoryMonth.com
Copyright © 2017 – A Project of Equality Forum

Jeffrey Weinstein
b. Sept 8, 1947

WORKPLACE
PIONEER

“I seem to have been a pioneer in realizing the idea
for what are now called domestic partnership benefits.
It took years for the idea to catch on.”

© JEFFREY WEINSTEIN

Jeffrey Weinstein is a writer, editor and critic. As a union representative, he won the
first employee healthcare benefits for same-sex couples from a private employer.
Jeffrey Weinstein
Born in Manhattan, Weinstein was raised in Brooklyn and Queens. He earned
won the first healthcare
a bachelor’s degree in biology from Brandeis University before enrolling at the
benefits for same-sex
University of California in San Diego, where he pursued graduate work in English and
couples from a
American literature. Shortly after the Stonewell Riots in 1969, Weinstein came out to
private employer.
his family and friends and taught the first class in gay literature in California.
Weinstein started his career as a food critic at the San Diego Reader in 1972 and
became a restaurant critic for New York’s Soho Weekly News in 1977. He joined the
Village Voice in 1981 as editor of visual arts and architecture criticism, where he remained until 1995.
In his first year with the Village Voice, Weinstein founded the National Writers Union. In 1982 he helped negotiate
the union contract agreement to extend health, life insurance and disability benefits to same-sex partners and other
spousal equivalents of the newspaper’s employees.
From 1997 to 2006, he served as the fine arts editor and cultural columnist for the Philadelphia Inquirer and, subsequently,
as arts and culture editor for Bloomberg News.
In 2009 the University of Southern California named
Weinstein deputy director of its Annenberg Getty Arts
Journalism Program. The following year, the National
Endowment for the Arts named him associate director of
its Journalism Institute in Theater and Musical Theater.
In 2013 and 2014, he served on the jury for the Pulitzer
Prize in Criticism.
Weinstein writes frequently about gay issues. He
created the “Out There” column about LGBT culture on
artsjournal.com and wrote a culinary coming-out story,
“A Jean-Marie Cookbook,” which earned him a Pushcart
Prize. He serves on the board of directors of the LeslieLohman Museum of Gay and Lesbian Art in New York City.
Weinstein married his partner of 32 years, the artist John
Perreault, in Provincetown, Massachusetts, in 2008.
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Rodney Wilson
b. January 1965

Rodney Wilson
is a high school
teacher who founded
Gay History Month.

GAY HISTORY
MONTH FOUNDER

“The greatest act of advocacy for civil rights for
LGBT Americans is the act of coming out.”
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Rodney Wilson is a high school teacher credited with creating Gay History Month.
October was selected because schools are in session, and it is the month in which the
first national march for lesbian and gay rights occurred and National Coming Out Day
is celebrated.
Born in Missouri, Wilson grew up watching “Jerry Falwell’s Old Time Gospel Hour” on television. Until his 20s, he was
a fundamentalist Christian. When he developed an interest in history, he found his calling as a teacher. He wrestled
with his sexuality and read everything he could find about gay history. He said, “LGBT history gave me self-confidence
as a gay person and strengthened my resolve to live, as best I could, an honest, open and integrated life.”
In 1994, as a teacher at Mehlville High School in suburban St. Louis, Wilson came out to his history class during a
lesson about the Holocaust. If he had lived in Germany during World War II, he explained, he likely would have been
imprisoned and murdered by the Nazis for being gay.
When he came out, Wilson was a graduate student at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. He became the first openly
gay K-12 teacher in the state. What began as a lesson evolved into a much broader mission to teach young people about
gay history. Inspired by Women’s History Month and Black History Month, he worked with national organizations to
develop a gay-friendly curriculum for educators.
In 1994 Wilson wrote the first article about gay history published by the Missouri Historical Society. University of
Missouri-St. Louis became the first college in the country to hold a Gay History Month function, and Wilson helped
organize a gay film festival on campus to launch the festivities. In 1995 Gay History Month received its first mainstream
media coverage in Newsweek.
As Wilson and partners sought endorsements from educational
groups, they faced backlash from conservatives who feared
that teaching gay history would endanger youth. Gay History
Month continued into the late ’90s, but lost momentum when
no organization would take responsibility for its observance
and financial resources grew scarce. In 2006 Equality Forum
created LGBTHistoryMonth.com.
Wilson holds master’s degrees from University of Missouri-St.
Louis and Harvard University’s extension school. He founded
GLSEN-St. Louis (Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education
Network), the first GLSEN chapter outside of Massachusetts.
He teaches history, government and comparative religion.
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